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A pragmatic perspective of verbal humor
In the Chinese and Egyptian stand-up
comedy
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A pragmatic perspective of verbal humor in the

Chinese and Egyptian stand-up comedy
Abstract:

Humor is a general human phenomenon that attracts the interest of
researchers in the humanities. Where humor can be expressed through
two methods, verbal and non-verbal method. This research discusses
verbal humor that uses language as a tool to express humor in comedy
films, television programs and daily conversations ...etc.

This research aims to study and analyze the most important methods
used to make laugh in Chinese and Egyptian stand-up comedy programs
from a pragmatic perspective are the principle of cooperation ( Paul
Grace 1957) and the principle of (Robin Lakoff 1973). This research
compare between two stand-up comedy programs are ""Gather! Barrels
of laugh” and the Egyptian program “Gayeen Nahzar”. the research
concluded that one of the most important methods of laughter is the
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pragmatic method, which is related to the circumstances of the dialogue
or the situation, such as: 1) intend to distort the meaning 2) defamation
and contempt, 3) cutting off the conversation and deviating from the
topic 4) nodding, Also rhetorical methods such as: 1) exaggeration 2)
simile 3) metaphorical. The study also found similarities and differences
in the mechanisms used in understanding textual opposition and
achieving humor in both languages. The study relied on the descriptive

and analytical approach to analyze the research sample texts.

Keywords: verbal humor tactics of comedy stand-up comedy
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