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""The Theory of Dialogue By Douglas Walton'*
A Logical Tool for Evaluating the Argument, Argumentation
and Informal Fallacies.

Abstract :

Walton's theory of dialogue is an abstract normative model that provides a
precise set of rules and procedures that answer the question, “How does
dialogue make sense?” Thus, this theory helps to come to an analysis and
evaluate whether to judge a certain argument in a dialogue that it was
presented reasonably or unreasonably. This theory also studies dialogue in a
practical and experimental way, where dialogue patterns are examined as
used in daily conversations, so it was said that: "Dalton’'s dialogue theory
combines the theoretical and practical aspects in order to make real progress
in evaluating and justifying argumentation of all types, This theory aims to
make it possible to evaluate argumentation without needing to attempt a
determination of the arguer’s intentions.

Although the theory of dialogue has roots as old as philosophy itself, it
remained dormant for two thousand years, until it reappeared as an important
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topic in applied logic; The Theory of dialogue was put forward in this type of
logic, as a structure that can be useful to help evaluate informal fallacies. The
importance of dialogue theory is not limited to the region only, but its
importance has extended to some scientists, especially computer scientists
who are seriously interested in dialogue theory as they consider it a
necessary part of their research initiatives in areas such as expert systems
technology and multi-factor systems. There is also a growing interest in
dialogue theory in communication studies. Proceeding from all these
developments, the theory of dialogue is again perceived at the end of this
century as a topic of great importance in various fields.

This study poses a main problem: “To what extent does Walton's theory
of dialogue play an important role in evaluating the argument, arguments and
informal fallacies?”

To answer the main problem and the questions that arise from it, the
researcher devoted two sections to this study:

First: The Basic Structure of the Theory of Dialogue.

Second: The Theory of Dialogue, Evaluation of the Argument, Arguments
and Fallacies.

Keywords: Dialogue, Stages of Dialogue, Dialogue protocols, Dialogue
types, Burden of proof in dialogue types, Commitment,
Clashing Commitments, Argument, Argumentation , Informal
fallacies, Illicit Dialogue Shifts.
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