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Abstract

Although Arabic Language was assigned as an official language in the
United Nations more than half a century ago, and the scope of its teaching
and learning has expanded globally for various purposes; there is still no
framework for teaching and evaluating Arabic so far. There are praiseworthy
individual and institutional attempts in this regard; But still in the stage of
dispersed attempts, compared to what should be taken in terms of linguistic
planning. Due to the principle of multilingualism in the United Nations, the
linguistic planning of the Language Harmonization Project required
development of a common framework for teaching and evaluating the six
official languages, including Arabic. This framework gained its universality



from the universality of the organization that established it, and from the
universality of the six languages assigned as a means of international
communication, translation, and various forms of work and dealing. The
usefulness of such a framework comes from the linguistic principle, i.e.,
language is a usage, not just knowledge. This is a modern trend in the
scientific view of language, and hence this framework is characterized by
modernity of principle and method. Language (particularly from the
perspective of cognitive linguistics) is no longer viewed solely as knowledge
of linguistic rules, styles, and vocabulary; rather, language is a system with
its contextual, pragmatic, and communicative dimensions. This, language
teaching should be based on a competency methodology. Despite the
abundance of studies on teaching Arabic as a first or second language, no
one addressed the integration of these competencies in the framework of the
UN issued in 2018. From here comes the importance of this research in (1)
clarifying the shift in the concept of linguistic competency from the cognitive
perspective of Chomsky to the usage perspective of the pioneers of cognitive
linguistics, (2) reviewing the methodological foundations of the American
framework and the European, Chinese, and Indonesian ones for teaching
Arabic, (3) discussing the philosophy of linguistic pluralism in the
framework of the UN according to the Language Harmonization Project, (4)
demonstrating the complementarity of competencies at the linguistic levels
of this framework, (5) and then how to be guided by the competency-based
approach when designing a common Arabic framework. In other words, this
research answers a general question: How are the aspects of communicative
competence integrated into the UN framework?
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(0} NIR] el {14 (el per UN level of language competence

Use the language in G simple manner. in non-demanding everyday contexts an

uations, when dealing with roufine or predictable

matters in the personal, public and professional domains, throughout the Organization.
Show basic inguistic competence and use a restricted range of social language conventions to meet simple communication needs

Show limited facility in understanding if an action or response is required and some autonomy to respond.

=
L

Usually require reference resources and modets, templates or external help to prepare in advance. check understanding or repair communication

Use the language with moderate fluency and accuracy. in everyday contexts and situations, when deaiing with ordinary or general
matters in the personal. public and professional domains, throughout the Organization.
+ Show an appropriate command of @ moderate range of linguistic and progmatic competences and of social language conventions to

meet ordinary general communicafion needs.

Understand if any action of response is required and show adequate autonomy to respond.

+ Often require reference resources and models or extemal help to prepare in advance, check understanding and improve or support communication.

« Use the language efficiently, with @ high degree of fluency and accuracy. in @ variety of contexts and situations, when dealing with a

wide variety of general matters in the pes

al, public and professional domains, throughout the Organization.

+ Show a good command of a range of linguistic and pragmatic competences and of social language conventions fo meet most
l communication needs
o * Respond autonomously and sufficiently to most required actions
+ Use reference resources to confirm and refine interpretation. and fo improve communication.
* Use the languoge efficiently and flexibly, consistently maintaining o high degree of fiuency, accuracy and precision. Functionin a lorge
voriety of demanding contexts and situations. even adverse or unpred when dealing with a wide range of matters, even highly specific
or sensitive. in the personal, public and professional domains, throughout the Organization.
J J v « Show an excellent command of a wide range of linguistic and pragmatic competences and of social language conventions fo meet any
communicgation need.

Respond to and follow up on any required action appropriately and without hesitation.

« Use reference resources to enhance communication with sophisticated precision
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WRITTEN PRODUCTION & INTERACTION

Write clear and well-organized texts in different genres. In written exchanges, respond showing the
ability to competently match register and style to the communicative situation. Relay and efficiently
summarize the main information contained in an oral or written communication.

UN LEVEL Ill
= Use the language efficiently, with a high degree of fluency and accuracy, in a variety of contexts and situations, when dealing with 2
a wide variety of general matters in the personal, public and professional domains, throughout the Organization. m
* Show a good command of a range of linguistic and pragmatic competences and of social language conventions to meet most M
communication needs. m
* Respond autonomously and sufficiently to most required actions. 2
= Usereference resources to confirm and refine interpretation, and to improve communication. Q
=z Learning Objectives Domains SUGGESTED TEXTS AND

COMMUNICATIVE SITUATIONS

- Complex emails and leters
+  Complex fext messages and social media

Interact in synchronous online exchanges on a wide variety of personal and professional topics,
including emotionally sensitive topics, expressing news or viewpoints efficiently, aligning register
and style appropriately.

exchanges
=  Webpages and blogs
R R R R = Promotional material - brochures, ledaflets and
Write and respond appropriately o corespondence fo inform, make suggestions, request and advertisements
complain, for instance, with a high degree of luency and accuracy and using socio-cultural

writing conventions.

* Broadcasts and infarmation circulars

*  Newsletters

~  Complex essays and reviews

»  Wark-related summaries - complex subjects
* Pressreleases

Describe defailed work experience, tasks and responsi

ies fo complete self-evaluation forms,
CVs or cover letters, for instance, using a high degree of fluency and accuracy.
= Infranet arficles
* Nofices of vacancy with job descriptions,
following @ template
= Meeting agendas
- Mesting minutes
* Extended presentations
= Specialized work-related documents - drafts.

Relay cutcomes and decisions, and efficiently summarize the main information from a meeting,
a negotiation or a report, for example, reformulating ideas or emphasizing points.

Draft a variety of specialized work-related documents, such as concept notes and terms of
reference, with the use of templates and rescurces if needed.

following a femplate: Terms of reference [ToR).
Write well-structured standard texts, such as general reports, essays and analyses, in some . : Talking points, Administrative instructions, Cancept
technical detail while maintaining clarity, presenting hypotheses or arguments, using socio-cultural mﬂ___ﬂ notes. Repeorts and proposals, Andlyses, Memos

- . i [ X
writing conventions. CVs orresumes, PHPs and cover letfers
+  Work plan descriptions - following a lermplale

. et . : . = L. Perf I d 1
Write detfailed informational material, such as brochures and newsletfers, to provide updates 8 =1 e o::u:nw appraisd on:&m: i

e o ) . S_E -+ Self-evaluation forms - mid-peint and

and promote inifiatives, aligning register and style appropriately. =

end-ocf-cycle
26
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