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The Evolution of Mada'eh in the Contemporary Persian Poetry

Before Eid Al-Fitr (fast-breaking festival) prayer in 2017, maddah
Maitham Muta‘i recited poetry in Tehran Mosque, where he reviewed a
number of urgent issues on the political level, and directed harsh criticism
against the Iranian President Hassan Rouhani over the US Administration’s

threats to withdraw from the Iranian nuclear agreement with the G6 group.
The maddahs play a prominent role in formulating the general policies of the
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Iranian Republic. Their news has front-paged the newspapers and been
extensively covered by the media, as ranging from the position on the
nuclear deal, running for the parliamentary elections, participation in the
Syrian war fronts and the propaganda for Khamenei, and even diplomatic
relations and the accusation of three maddahs of with foreign parties.
Observers of the Shiite sources realize that the imams motivated the poets to
praise the Prophet’s household. Imam al-Sadig, by virtue of the
circumstances that accompanied the emergence of the Abbasid state on the
ruins of the Umayyad state, had a prominent role in this field as he was keen
to hear the mourning poems that poets were chanting about Imam Hussein.
As the Buyid State emerged, its rulers had a great influence on the
prevalence of the Husseini mourning ceremonies. Thus, it can be said that
the Buyid state marks the beginning of the official date of the
commemoration of Karbala, whereas the Safavid era is considered the golden
age for reviving the Hussaini ceremonies due to the Shiite tendency of the
rulers of the Safavid state and the declaration of the Shiite sect as an official
state doctrine instead of the Sunni one. The rulers of the Safavid State took
advantage of the Hussaini madh (praise) poems to support their king against
the Sunni Abbasid state. Interest in the Hussaini mourning ceremonies and
praises grew in the Qajar era, when Nasir al-Din Shah built the takayas
(Shiite monasteries) for mourning sessions in Tehran. However, the
atmosphere soon changed in the Pahlavi era, as Shah Reza Pahlavi and his
son after him sidelined the role of religion in the lives of Iranians, before the
art of Hussaini madh flourished after the victory of the Iranian revolution in
1979 CE. Madh, as well as the social and cultural phenomena in Iran, have
been subjected to radical changes under the weight of the changing social,
political and cultural conditions. The atmosphere after the Iranian revolution
in 1979, then the Irag-lran war, and the developments in the Iranian arena,
especially in the reform era, contributed to imparting the political character
to the sectarian madh without considering the issue of distorting the status of
sectarian councils and platforms. Later on, the Ahmadinejad era marked a
golden age for critics of the reform and reconstruction governments and their
political behavior. The story began when Ahmadinejad (the Mayor of Tehran
at that time) attended with a modest appearance a mourning council and
seated himself next to the maddah, thus becoming an icon for the maddahs
who praised the simplicity of the mayor of Tehran. In the following, we will
attempt to review the stages of the development of political madh in Iran,
especially after the victory of the Iranian revolution in 1979.

Keywords: Hussaini madh, Persian poetry, lran, Karbala, mourning

ceremonies, Al Al-Bayt, the Iranian Revolution.
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