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The impact of the Chinese rise on Chinese foreign policy
towards Southeast Asian countries 2013:2021
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Abstract:

The People's Republic of China has a number of advantages, such as
demographic characteristics as being the largest country in terms of population (1,4
billion population) in addition to the strategic location as a country with one of the
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largest areas in the world (9,6 million Km?), a long cultural history in view of the
ancient Chinese civilization, as well as increasing economic growth as the largest
country in terms of economic growth rate, And the military advantages as a country
with the largest military spending (1,7% of GDP in 2021) and the size of the army. All
of these components contributed to making it a major regional country and gave it the
advantages of that characteristic. With China's implementation of the reform and
opening-up policy at the end of the seventies of the twentieth century; it included the
geo-economic factor in shaping its foreign policy course and cooperation with
countries that differ from it ideologically and politically. This allowed it to achieve
mutual economic benefits and strengthen the Chinese presence abroad, especially in
the Southeast Asian region. The Southeast Asian region is considered one of the centers
of competition between China, United States of America, and other major powers.
Because this region represents a strategic crossroads, where the interests of the world's
great powers intersect and conflict, it is a multipolar region. Therefore, this region
represents a major axis of the Chinese strategy towards Asia.
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