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Abstract

NATO's primary objective is to protect the freedom and security of all its members by
political and military means. The Alliance works not only to defend its members but also
to contribute to peace and stability based on common values in the Euro-Atlantic region.
On the other hand, the need for successive NATO strategic concepts stems from the need
to keep pace with global and regional developments and challenges that confront NATO
and must be dealt with. Therefore, changes in the Alliance's concepts, structures and
operational arrangements were often foreseen, owing to current events; need to be
embraced within a new strategic concept of the Alliance. During the cold war, the Alliance
issued four strategic concepts to deal with the challenges and problems of that phase
(1949-1990). Since the end of the cold war, NATO has issued four other strategic concepts:
Concept Vin 1991, Sixth in 1999, Seventh in 2010 and Eighth in 2022, with eight strategic
concepts being examined by NATO (since its inception until the end of 2023).
Undoubtedly, the challenges highlighted from one strategic concept to another have come
in accordance with the variables and events that preceded the issuance of each concept, or
are expected to occur and pose a challenge; While the strategic concept of 1991 focused
on ethnic conflicts, border disputes and economic, political and social problems in Eastern
European States. The 1999 Strategic Concept focused on conflict prevention, active
participation in crisis management, conflicts that were inherently concentrated on the
European continent at the time. The seventh strategic concept in 2010 was a review of the
security environment since 1999. The events of 11 September 2001 and the Alliance's
operations in Afghanistan in October 2001, and the US invasion of Iraq in March 2003,
overshadowed the concept. The 2022 eighth NATO concept focused on how to respond to
the Russian invasion of Ukraine and Russian-Chinese partnership relations.
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