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Abstract

The subject of the study focuses on studying Ethiopian-Israeli relations as one of the
models of international-African relations, which has a special nature on the African
continent. This is due to considerations related to the fact that it has extended historical
roots, as the official aspect of these relations dates back to the the mid-fifties of the
twentieth century. The Bilateral ties were also affected by the Jewish community in
Ethiopia known as “Falasha Jews,” which represented the second largest Jewish
community in Sub-Saharan Africa, as well as the intensity of joint interactions, especially
since the end of the Cold War, due to mutual dependence and the strategic importance that
each party represents to the other.

The importance of the study is to approach the Ethiopian-Israeli relations through the
various stages of their development, based on the fact that this may constitute an effective
tool for understanding the current reality and future prospects for these relations on the
one hand, as well as understanding the role of the external factor represented by “Israel”
in influencing the cohesion of the African regional system and its various interactions
represented by “Ethiopia”, as the relations between the two sides can provide an important
framework for understanding the nature of the behaviors and trends that Ethiopia adopts
towards its external sphere, especially within the framework of the Horn of Africa and the
Nile Basin region.

The study concluded with several main results, which are that Ethiopian-Israeli relations
have been characterized by a great deal of continuity and stability as a general trend since
their inception, despite the transformations and strategic changes witnessed in the
international and regional environment during various stages of time. The issue of the
“Falasha Jews” is also considered an element influencing the development of the course
of historical inter-relations, and political interests also constituted one of the most
prominent determinants governing bilateral relations, as Israel sought to consolidate its
relations with Ethiopia from the perspective of its strategy based on supporting its
interactions with non-Arab regional neighboring countries in Middle East region.
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Economic and military cooperation also embodied one of the most prominent fields of
cooperation between Israel and Ethiopia over the various stages of time. The U.S.A also
formed a link and a strategic point of balance in the continuity of existing relations
between Ethiopia and Israel since the end of the Cold War. In addition to the above,
Israeli-Ethiopian relations have an impact on Egyptian interests in Africa in general and
the Nile Basin region in particular, which was crystallized through the convergence of the
interests of the two parties and their actual movements to weaken Egypt and exert more
pressure on it through the Nile water issue.

Keywords: Ethiopia, Israel, Egyptian interests
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Source: Trade Map, “Bilateral trade between Israel and Ethiopia”, Available at:
https://www.trademap.org/Bilateral TS.aspx?nvpm
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