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The role of industrial clusters in supporting small
and medium enterprises in sub-Saharan Africa

Balall daals — Llall 4330,8Y) cilushyall 40€ — alai®l g dsluall and — 2o Lisa il
udlﬁ.umﬂ
e e 05 le DA e Y alai®Y) b Aaussially Spiall il piall duaal 48yl i
asts S ool A8yel) eiagi LS ¢ Lk g clpalally Jlaa¥) sl molill 8 40 agadi Ly dac
Lawsially Bpiall Cilegydall anay i) CKEL e alil) 8 daeliall Cileesill 4
o3 ol & il o ggall ilig ¢ BUall Cilyghy e deds be A (e Jagaill Sy
e b Jlad e Ag SN plaill (IS My ¢ peatl) gl LBl A3jlke penill Jahy Cile g yiiall
¢ Bl elayl b Jsend)l Cilgdl @il Hliml aa Lald dacgially spiall Cilegyiall gl
Vs L) dlacssially Bysall legyiall sai s Jsad ) gl pal Liad 43501 aa i
Dealy ¢ Aguall Clysil) Chacay cdaaplally Zo)aY) Chaill Chaag ¢ dagalll DI b culias
lEgaall oda e il Ayl dug, A8l credd

shavall Cigia Liudl — dos il cileaadll — Aagially Spall cileg pdiall 1azalital) cilalsl)

Abstract

The paper illustrates the importance of small and medium enterprises in the

African economy through the job opportunities they provide and their

contribution to the gross domestic product and African exports. Moreover, the

paper explains the role that the industrial clusters play in overcoming the
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obstacles related to the size of the small and medium projects and financial
problems through what they provide of economies of scale, and sheds light on
the improvement in the performance of these projects inside the cluster compared
to their performance outside the cluster, and e-commerce has played an effective
role in the growth and development of small and medium projects, especially
after the spread of mobile phone networks across the continent. In addition to
that, the paper monitors the main constraints that hinder the growth of African
small and medium enterprises , which were represented by financial problems,
weak administrative and organizational capabilities, and weak marketing
capabilities. Finally, the paper presented a future vision to overcome these

obstacles.

Keywords: small and medium enterprises, industrial clusters, Sub-Saharan
Africa.
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