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Legitimacy of rendering morphological rules of
sequential Quran reading evidences in light of the
Language Optimality Theory

Abstract

There are several linguistic performances out of the Arab
scholars' morphological rules despite their use in the argument era
period as it is impossible to reach a total submission of the
language to these rules. As such, two language structures appeared
in the linguistic heritage. The first submits to the morphological
scholars' rules, while the second does not follow them or what was
called by Jean Jack Luisrckle as " residuals" in his book" Kanaf Al
Lougha"'.

What was out of the morphological scholars' rules a lot of
Quran Readings described by the scholars as anomie or Lahen or
weakness in the language and other descriptions. To verify the
truth about these readings, this study seeks to employ Language
Optimality Theory in examining Quran Readings in an attempt to
diagnose the 1issues related to the non- morphological
performances; to measure to how extent they violate the Optimality
elements in both its aspects: Grammatical Optimality Standards
and Utilization Optimality Standards. Then, the study makes a
morphological balance with respect to readings and origin that the
rule applies to identify how close or far it is from the
morphological rule to reconsider some of these rules.

The study concluded that the viability of applying the Language
Optimality Theory on Quran Readings as all the requirements of
this theory can be found to be applied on language. Furthermore,
the legitimacy of "residuals" for some arguments the study detailed
by rendering the morphological rule on the selected readings
evidences as changes can be made in the structure of the
morphological rule, but without cancelling or deleting it.
Expansions on the rule can be made to include the two readings.

Keywords: rules, legitimacy, Quran reading, Residual,
optimality theory.
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— J. McCarty, John. What is Optimality Theory? University of

Massachusetts, Lingustics Department Faculty Publication series,
2007 http://scholoarworks,unass,edu/linguist-facutly-pub
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