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The concept of suicide in Roman Stoicism
""A Study in Applied Philosophy"
Abstract:

Suicide is a serious problem of social morality and a
common human phenomenon that has accompanied human
existence from the very beginning to the present day, and the
history of moral philosophy is contradictory. When noted
conflicting assessments of suicide as a socio-ethical
phenomenon took place, along with the decline of the Greek
power, a change in the moral values and principles, and the
emergence of individualism, the attitude of philosophers
towards the concept of suicide changed, as it became a public
issue and an inherent right of each person to decide to
continue living. or not, and that's where Roman stoicism was
born; if one decided to commit suicide, in this case it would
consider suicide a positive or reasonable response to the
circumstances because it precludes living a human life. full of
evil and sin.

This study focuses on the Roman Stoic stance on death, as
it calls for accepting death and not fearing it, as it is one of the
necessities of life as required by the order of life. nature, and
also considers suicide as absolute proof of liberation. In
addition to addressing the reasons for suicidal behavior and its
motives, when a person lacks the mental capacity to help them
survive, the outcome will be suicide, and the research also
focuses on suicide and living according to nature, as the
Roman Stoics found that in cases where one cannot live
according to nature, suicide is commendable.

Keywords: suicide, Roman stoicism, death, virtue,
freedom.
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@D Epictetus: The manual, with and English translation by W.A. Old
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Gray, 2018, B(I), Ch.(24), p. 63.

@3) Epictetus: The Discourses, B(3), Ch.(10), p. 204.
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% Margaret M. Evans: Op. Cit. p. 85.

[ )



.\ﬁ*\ﬁicu‘)ﬁm\ ) "%hﬂ\mn}hbd" Aila gl A8 g 4l ate LAty ps-gda

L A g Ao Laia¥) g Ailaady) & gall g sl jall Judll ()5 Adaa

Lol jabs 0l 158 el o3l 1l

oo B S 08 Y rgite U of Wil I AT adage B s
s cnll U8 ea) agacap ¥ Levie JULY) aleiy Lo dedl Jy (Ul
call "8 Lagd cdbaail) sda ) et oLV o) @l gan Lavie GllA €'Y
LS i) e Yy ke Ay e i

Bas lajlie b sball (3 Se of ol o caan 4l Ll uginSul oy
el lgd Jing daole 28 8 anid ag chaid cgall Alaaid ol A Ljle]
i st Oy Lol Lol alud o Lided gl iy Leing cqinlsiall 43l
slall dale Jalas of ey s Lo il L) ) age (530 y5lly ol
ClacYly e ALaall W aisedl A WSS ge Cuome ALy eom
LMadle

O daaal ST g gl 2o (gl e 4l ) Liad GusinSul g
sl YN el sy dpa 4l o cugall slanad) a8 13y ¢ aual)
A ¥ (M olas Load ja seb copeliag ol 3 oy o audiiey
allarid e e LIS sabuadl dayy ) deay o pobiion dusiy 4olaial
Do ST L) iy 13lay calladl e slasal) dnp ) Jes Lgag Al
s ) Bl Lps GesSal v Bal) o Al i o s elly
@by oAl LY el 55 Y5 (s a L US Ge Lila aais Al
DA e Gl Jeany Lals Ggld oty an o gl (O 2l Doa
M o Lol Slasds cup ¥ L st ap b e

@ Epictetus: The Discourses, B(4), Ch.(10), p. 322.
72 Tbid: B(I), Ch.(24), p.65.

ATz e rll Sl 8 sl 1y5a dla (7
% Epictetus: Fragments, with an English translation by W.A. Oldfather,

Harvard University press, London, 1959, proposition (32), p. 475.
) Jason Xenakis: Op. Cit. p. 16.

Nela ) voa 6‘53\‘1)5\ L}uj’.’\{.’&,}:ﬁ die dalaall dacddl) :‘JA&A“ e dju:: _J(VT)

[ rer ]



dasae dale Aga— Ao lain¥) g il & gandl g ciluad jall Juil) 531 9 Adaa
(ISSN: 2536 - 9555)

e @l gl AV shall ) disll s sS4l
L W Sl sl GUBWY Auaadl ela ) sagall ) dre il
b i gui Cps s Ll gAY sball ) sball s e Jusl)
Aadgs Lol o goplal) 3 el uday 38 Copdn ST ciady ¢olg¥) asl b Lgils,
el Gty Usiy lalasly S8 (< of (o 005 dllin e LS 51 L (3
Lup Cigud Vs eLdl) eda JS i o gy clle cpatg Qladl ladl)
S Al (e Yoy g 1Y) eslall 3 e SISy LIS duaadl 8 ol il
G e O dle Gl Gladll (ol L 13 oSy culs U I3y o dng; slesl
e 6l e e Ll K56 nd)

Bas dplacadl sbad) o (o) sl b Jsill K& G L DA e
DaIVL e iy tcuall Giage Glal cigdl 0 8y cddis e
Gl e IS deal Cagally aY) (e duds spall iyt caeall il oliiels
Cag il 4 Bycicead) Blall (e dndla €Ty 2D lie ol saic lamiVl ¢a)lacaly
ST Y O pnny sl b8 Gas S e o) (i Ly Agita
Cgil) cand Jaind Y Ll L) daly 136 cails slg] (B A Lia aaly JS O
G e oAl Alisg svie STV 5lall 2 ene o el st

oo 122 W ael 3 Al ) sakall e Gasbnsl GesSHle ety Y
cil€ 1Y) slall of L sy SlaiV) e aladl IS5 g sty (e gl
¢dla C);:i ui ;DA“ uSA.}._ﬁ ut;.\n.i Z_A:}AAX\ d).udLS ‘&.\M g_qj‘)k.' bm&
aag Y ol Lo K1 194G oda of dgiad 13l i€ Wy (jlaally £ fee Jiualld

L dad e aal i oy Ba Gl W6 e mpan dudll 13 e el gl

77 Epictetus: The manual, Proposition (7), PP.489-491.

ol sl Cogualibs il a3 gl ) 3 Al sal) uyaall (e sy Caguadi ()
(orbuns) B2l T Aedldl) anne 1 bl mon

% Johan M. Cooper: Greek philosophers on Euthanasia and suicide, An

essay in Klawer Academic publishers, 1989, p. 29. See also: Jason
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in Norwegian Journal Suicidology, 1998, No (2), p. 4.
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®% David Hume: Of Suicide, reproduced with the kind permission of the
National Library of Scotland, without date, p. 24. see also: Leonardo
Tondo: Brief History of Suicide in western cultures, in A concise
Guide to Understanding Suicide, Edited by Stephan H. Koslow,
Pedro Ruiz and Charles B. Nemeroff, published online, Cambridge
University press, 2014, p. 12.

®3) Ibid: P. 26.

®6) Arezina Asomatou and others: The act of suicide in Greek
mythology, An essay in Encephals Journal (53), 2016, p. 66.
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@7 A Dictionary of Ethics: Translated from Russian, Edited by Group of
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(120 Seneca: Letters, Vol (1), Letter (14), p. 72.
(121) Epictetus: The manual, proposition (4), p. 487.
(122) Epictetus: The Discourses, B(I), Ch.(26), p. 70.
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(29 Epictetus: The Discourses, B(I), Ch (24), p. 65.
(125 Gaye Unver: Op. Cit. p.15.
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(1) Cicero: de Finibus Bonorum et malorum, Latin text with Facing
English translation by Harris Rackham, The Loeb classical library,
Harvard University press, 1931, 2™ edition.

(2) Epictetus: The manual, with an English Translation by W.A.
Oldfather, Harvard University press, London, 1959.

3) : The Discourses, translated by P.E. Matheson,
Global Gray, 2018.

4) : Fragments, with an English Translation by
W.A. Oldfather, Harvard University press, London, 1959.

(5) Seneca: Letters, Vol(1), translated by Richard Mott, Loeb
classical library, 1917.
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(1) Ambitiosa Mors: Suicide and self in Roman thought and
Literature, Edited by Dirk Obbink, Andrew Dyck, Routledge,
London, 2004.
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classical Antiquity", Taylor & Francis, E-library, 2002.
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essay on Journal of medical Ethics, 1999.
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technical University, 2003.
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online, Cambridge University press, 2014.
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