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Towards Decarbonisation in South Africa
Dr.Howida Moherz,
Abstract

African movement towards low-carbon energy sources to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions is important. This beside taking into consideration
the challenges associated with low energy consumption and energy needs for
economic growth and a just energy transition. Hence, the study aims to find
out whether South Africa's transition towards a low-carbon growth path,
without ignoring that each country has challenges and development
aspirations, is in line with the temperature limit stipulated in the Paris
Agreement.

The study dealt with decarbonisation in Africa, where what is meant by
decarbonisation was reviewed, passing through the different paths of
transition to a low-carbon society, the paper also tackled with the carbon
emissions and the balance between energy needs and climate commitments
within the continent. The study also dealt with Africa's readiness for
decarbonisation in terms of the basic pillars for formulating climate policy
and climate cooperation to facilitate transformation, as well as South Africa's
plan for a just transition with exposure to challenges and priority requirements
and giving an image - by focusing on some indicators - of the extent of
reliance on the right mix of energy sources and/or mitigate the effects of
climate change.

It concluded that continuing to raise awareness about energy efficiency
and its benefits will play a role in the energy transition. On the other hand,
international coordination in taxing greenhouse gases could allow for faster
decarbonisation and contribute to limiting warming to less than 2°C.It also
finds that since a low-carbon economy is one aspect of the sustainable
development agenda for the green economy. Master plans for key industrial
value chains are developed through the phasing out of transformation-
incompatible measures such as fossil fuel subsidies, identification and
facilitation of regulatory barriers to industries. Priority should be Given to the
necessary measures to stimulate market demand, especially from the private
sector and small companies.

Keywords: Decarbonisation, Low- Carbon Economy, Climate Resilience,
Just Transition
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