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Research Summary
The Programmatic Music of Nahla Mattar Through the String
Quartet “The Poem for Manial”

Most Arab composers tended to introduce the dramatic element into orchestral
compositions, with the aim of depicting narrative or descriptive historical and national
stories, or depicting landmarks, places or characters that have a role in local national
history, through which the author shows his nationalist tendencies by exploiting popular
heritage as raw material for building... The melodic ideas of the work, and the Arab
composers merged their local music, which carries within it their identity, with Western
music, which is rich in its harmonic element and orchestral coloring

Through her survey of previous research, the researcher noticed that there is a scarcity in
dealing with the relationship between music and other arts, and a scarcity in creating an
Egyptian sonata that addresses programmatic drama, so the researcher analyzed a poem
by Menial in sonata form for a string quartet by Nahla Matar.

The research aims to study the musical elements in the composition of the poem “Menial”
by Nahla Matar, and the researcher communicated.

To the extent that the program is suitable for describing the short form of the sonata work
by distributing the sections of the sonata form among the movements of the work, The
melody element is peaceful and contrapuntal, and the melodies are chromatic, ornate, and
modulated, with influence from Beethoven and Wagner's quartets, using the fixed theme
and the melody of the Egyptian concerto by San Sans, the orchestral composition is a
classical string quartet, and the h armonic language is traditional, chromatic, and magami.
The research concluded with recommendations and a summary in Arabic and foreign
languages.
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