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Abstract
The research title: Using Needham Constructivist Model in
Teaching History for Developing Cognitive Depth Levels and
Historical Proficiency among Secondary School Students
The research problem was represented in the weak levels of
cognitive depth and historical proficiency among secondary school
students, which is evident in the absence of the use of appropriate
modern teaching strategies and models for developing and upgrading
them among learners.
The research aimed to examine the effectiveness of using the
Needham constructivist model in teaching history in developing the
levels of cognitive depth and historical proficiency among first year
secondary students. The study relied on both the analytical
descriptive approach in surveying previous studies, presenting the
theoretical framework, and preparing the research tools, and the
experimental approach in conducting the research experiment. The
study participants were divided into two groups: one of them was an
experimental group of (40) students, and the other was a control
group of (40) students. In order to reach a solution to the research
problem, a set of procedures were followed, the most important of
which are: preparing a list of the dimensions and skills of historical
proficiency, and preparing a teacher's guide according to the
Needham constructivist model and a student's activities brochure.
In addition, in order to measure the effectiveness of the model, two
measurement tools were prepared: a test of cognitive depth levels, and
a test of historical proficiency. The two research tools were applied to
the experimental and control groups, then teaching the unit topics
prepared according to the Needham constructivist model, and after
that the two tools were post-applied to the two groups. The results
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were monitored and statistically processed. By calculating the Blake
Modified Gain Ratio and its significance, the results confirmed that
the Needham constructivist model was characterized by a large
degree of effectiveness in developing the skills of cognitive depth
levels and the dimensions and skills of historical proficiency for the
experimental group students. Accordingly, the research presented a
set of recommendations and suggestions based on the findings.
Keywords: Needham Constructivist Model - Cognitive Depth Levels
- Historical Proficiency
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