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Abstract:

This paper aimed to identify the impact of information and
communication technology on intra—comesa trade and its ability
to engage in the COMESA digital free trade area. The study
relied on econometric analysis method through sectional time
series models, Pedroni's co-integration test, and estimation of
long—-term parameters using the dynamic ordinary least squares
method. The study concluded through the static analysis of
cross—sectional time series models that the individual fixed
effects model is appropriate and that it is evidence of the
existence of fixed individual differences between the COMESA
countries in the impact of information and communication
technology on intra—trade and therefore there are individual
differences in the readiness of countries in dealing with the free
trade area COMESA Digital. The dynamic analysis showed that
the index of the number of fixed telephone lines, the index of the
number of mobile telephone lines, as well as the index of the
number of Internet users as a percentage of the total population
had a positive and statistically significant impact on the intra-
comesa trade. The study concluded that improving the levels of
information and communication technology is important and
crucial for the COMESA countries, as digital technologies are a
major means of regional integration because they can facilitate
increased flows of goods and services, and open new channels
for electronic trade exchanges within the COMESA countries.
Keywords: information and communication technology, intra-
trade, cross sectional time series, COMESA
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