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Occupational Mobility and Preferences for
Voluntary Repatriation and Resettlement

A follow-up Study of a Sample of Syrian Refugee workers
in the Egyptian Society

Dr. Abdel-Majeed Ahmad Hendy

The study aims to follow-up the situation of refugees by
examining the state of professional mobility and describing the
most important aspects influencing the preferences of voluntary
repatriation or resettlement to a third country among Syrian refugee
workers in Egypt. The study was based on several questions,
including: What are the aspects of the positive and negative impact
of professional mobility on preferences for voluntary repatriation
to the original country or resettlement, What is the extent of the
impact of the economic and social integration of Syrian workers on
their professional mobility, does the duration of residence in the
host country have any effect on occupational mobility or
preferences for repatriation or resettlement. The study took the
theories of rational choice, Segmented assimilation and the
Assimilation model as a theoretical guide. Methodologically, the
study used the sample social survey method, and the electronic
questionnaire sheet as a data collection tool. The study was applied
to a simple random sample of Syrian refugee workers consisting of
(489) individuals, the general results showed that the majority of
those who achieved upward mobility do not wish to return to the
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country of origin or resettlement to a third country. On the other
hand, the majority of those with downward mobility wish to resettle
and then return to the country of origin, The higher the occupational
mobility tends vertically, the greater the tendency towards not
favoring voluntary return or resettlement, and that socioeconomic
integration represent the influencing factor in achieving upward
professional mobility, and that those who achieved upward
mobility have spent at least half a decade in the host country, and
in comparison, the years of residence decrease for those with
downward mobility. Finally, the rates of refusal to return or resettle
to another country increase, the longer the period of living in the

host society.

Keywords:

Occupational Mobility, Voluntary Repatriation, Resettlement,
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