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Documents of the Al-Agsa Mosque'(al-Haram al-Sharif)

Abstract:

Significance of the current study titled "Exchanged Foreign
Currencies in the Levant States during the Age of the Mamluk
Sultans in the Light of the Documents of the Al-Agsa
Mosque'(al-Haram al-Sharif)

" stems from the important location of the Levant States as
their ports lied on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. This
reason led to existence of strong commercial relations between
the Levant States and commercial towns of the European
West. Undoubtedly, such commercial relations and deals held
by those Westerener traders inside Levant towns led to
exchanging several types of foreign golden and silver
currencies. Such currencies were issued by the states that had
commercial ties with the Mamluks' State. As there were foreign
currencies that were exchanged in the Levant States, it is
significant to determine when such currencies spread and
expanded in the financial system of the Levant States, and
what are the reasons for the widespread of such foreign

currencies, and what are their main features?
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This research tackles several aspects including: Mamluk
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currencies, and monetary values of the Mamluk era. This study
also scrutinizes reasons for widespread exchanging of foreign
currencies (reasons and features), competitions between
different types of foreign currencies in the Levant States.
Furthermore, this study sheds light on the conflict and
difference between the Mamluk currencies and the foreign
ones. Moreover, this study tackles the subject of foreign
currencies in the daily monetary exchanges of wealthy people
in the Levant States in the light of the documents of the of the
Al-Agsa Mosque'(al-Haram al-Sharif)

. Finally, this study ends with a conclusion including its most

significant findings
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conquest in the Mediterranean (1100-1500), éd. Variorum, Hampshire,
1993, p. 187; L. Bouvat, “Essai sur la civilisation timouride”, in Journal
asiatique, No. Avril-Juin, Paris, 1926, p. 285; J.-C. Garcin, “Le Proche
Orient a 1’époque mamluke”, in Etats, sociétés et cultures du monde
musulman médiéval (Xe-XVe siécles), T.I, Paris, 1995, p. 363.
(‘) Day (John), "The Levant Trade in the Middle Ages", in The Economic
History of Byzantium: From the seventh through the fifteenth Century,
Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, 2002, p. 811.
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(1) Mahnaz Yousefzadeh, Florence’s Embassy to the Sultan of Egypt, An
English Translation of Felice Brancacci’s Diary, Palgrave Pivot
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entre le Levant et I’Europe depuis les croisades jusqu’a la fondation des
colonies d’Amérique, Paris, 1830, t. I, p. 40.
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