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Abstract:

St. Olympias lived in the second half of the fourth century and

the beginning of the fifth century AD. She was born into a
wealthy family; she enjoyed a luxurious life. Her father died
when she was young, and she inherited an immense fortune. In
addition, she was a georgius girl. She married Nebridius,
Praefectus of Constantinople and nephew of Emperor
Theodosius. Her husband died after twenty months of marriage.
After his death, she began to struggle and suffer in defense of her
principles. She rejected to marry again despite Emperor
Theodosius’ pressure on her to marry one of his relatives. He
confiscated her properties until she reached the age of thirty. The
saint did not care. After four years, the Emperor retracted his rule
and restored to her the administration of her fortune. During
these four years, the saint became accustomed to a life of
austerity, after she had strong relationships with many male and
female saints from whom she learned wisdom, sermons, and
asceticism in life. She began to give charity from her land and
money generously to the poor and needy, and even to the rich as
well. In addition, she gave to churches and their men. Bishop
Nectarius ordained her as a deacon in the Church of
Constantinople due to her charity to the church and its men, as
well as her piety and knowledge. After Bishop John Chrysostom
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became Patriarch of Constantinople, the relationship between
them was strengthened as their goals of renouncing life and
working to please the Lord match.

Later, they were exposed to the hostility of many clergy and
bishops who coveted her wealth, after she had taken John’s
advice not to spend her money on the rich. After St. John was
exiled, the saint was subjected to confiscation of her property and
exile due to her adherence to the legitimacy of St. John and not
recognizing the new bishop, Arsacius. While she was in exile,
her news was ceased except for letters sent to her by St. John
from his exile. Therefore, in this paper the researcher hopes to
uncover many mysterious aspects of the life of Saint Olympias,
and her relationship with political and religious authority.

Keywords: Olympias - Deacon - John Chrysostom - Church —
Letters
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"St. John Chrysostom and St. Olympias, Deaconess: a Model

for the Collaboration of Men and Women in Church Ministry ”
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"Pelagius’ View of Ideal Christian Women in his Letters,
Critical Perspectives of Recent Pelagian Studies Comparing
Chrysostom's View in his Letter to Olympias"
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Deaconess: a Model for the Collaboration of Men and Women in Church
Ministry, Ph.M., University of Dayto, 2009, p. 70; McCarty, " The Pure,
Eye of her Soul," p.5.

@ Clark, E.A., Jerome, Chrysostom and Friends, New York, 1938, p.54.
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St. Chrysostom, Select Homilies and Jletters, p. 311. See also: Turnator,

Monks and Monasteries, p.31.
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History of the Christian Church, p. 183. See also: Kavanagh, Women of
Christianity, p. 25; Walsh, E. M., Wisdom as it is Manifested in the
Theotokos and the Women Saints of the Byzantine Era, Ph. M., the
American University, 1980, p. 13; Cusak, M. F., The Deaconess
Movement The North American Review, Vol. 155, No. 429
(Aug., 1892), p.247; Pylvanainen, P., Agents in Liturgy Charity
and Communication, The Tasks of Female Deacons in The
Apostolic Constitutions, Brepols,Belgium, 2020, p.4.
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Lives of the Saints, p. 381.
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) Jean Chrysostome, Lettres & Olympias,p.24;
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The Seven Ecumenical Councils, Nicene and post— Nicene fathers Series,
Vol.14, ed. Ph. Schaff, Christian Classics Ethereal Library, 1876, pp.541-
542. See also: Halsall, P., Women's Bodies, Men's Souls: Sanctity and
Gender in Byzantium, Ph.D., New York, 1999, p.200.
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=Jean Chrysostome, Lettres A Olympias, pp.20-23.See also: Oxford
Classical Monographs, p.180
MJean Chrysostome, Lettres A Olympias,p.21; St. Chrysostom, Select
Homilies and letters, p. 311.
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(D st. Chrysostom, Select Homilies and letters, p.17, Malalas, The
Chronicle of John Malalas, translated by, Jeffreys, E., Jeffreys, M., and
Scott, R., Australian Association for Byzantine Studies, Melbourne, 1986,
p. 189 ;
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Malalas, 7he Chronicle, p. 189; Lives of the Saint, Vol. |, ed.R.S. Baring —

.Gould, London, 1872, pp. 164-165.
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Malalas, The Chronick, p.189
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Christianity, Democracy, and the Shadow of Constantine, New York, 2017,
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Jean Chrysostome, Lettres a Olympias,pp.11-12. See also: Barry,J.,Bishops

in Flight, Exile and Displacement in Late Antiquity,University of California
Press, 2019, pp.95-96,99,101;
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Jean Chrysostome, Lettres a Olympias,p.13.See also:Clark, Jerome,
Chrysostom, 38, pp.19,46,68

®)Jean Chrysostome, Lettres & Olympias,p.394.
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