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Almuammah in the period of Sultan Masood al-Ghaznawy
Through “Al-Bayhaqi’s history”
(421-432 A.H /1030-1040 A.D)

Abstract:

In the mid of the fourth century A.H /The tenth A.D, The
Ghaznawid state emerged as a result of the weakness of the
Samanid state, and the Ghaznawid state annexed vast areas in the
Islamic East. The rulers of the Ghaznawid State used eyes and
spies to tighten their control over those areas and adopted a
sophisticated model on which they relied to communicate with
their workers of that State. That model was the Cipher or the
encrypted messages as it's known in Arabic Almuammah, which
were used during the period of Sultan Masood bin Mahmud al-
Ghaznawy (421-432 A.H / 1030-1040 A.D) as it appears through
the book “Al-Bayhaqi’s History” by its author Abi al-Fadl al-
Bayhaqi who died in 470 A.H / 1077 A.D, the historian and the
writer who left us many Messages in his history, such history that
Al-Bayhagi wrote down and mentioned his narrations in it either
from watching or hearing to trustworthy.

Therefore, This study is interested in highlighting the role of
the encrypted messages belonging to the reign of Sultan Masood
al-Ghaznawy, which were mentioned in “Al-Bayhaqi’s history”,
those messages that gain their importance from the fact that they
reached us through Al-Bayhagi himself who was an eyewitness,
even a participant in the events, a letter writer, a contributor to
the development of codes used in writing encrypted letters and
dissolving their symbols during the era of Sultan Masood al-
Ghaznawy.

Keywords:
Almuammah - Cipher — Cryptography- Al-Bayhaqi’s history—
Sultan Masood — Ghaznawid State
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