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Abstract

The Kingdom of the Ostrogoths was established in Italy
with the help of the Byzantine state after Theodoric, the Gothic
king, had managed to eliminate Odoacer and his kingdom. The
migrations of the Ostrogoths to Italy came in the form of mass
migrations, because Theodoric took all the families with him
when he marched towards Italian lands for the purpose of
settlement, not colonization. Theodoric declared himself king,
not emperor, and ruled as vice-emperor of the East. Theodoric
maintained peace within his kingdom and endorsed the
principle of justice and equality, as well as a policy of religious
tolerance. Notwithstanding his conversion to Christianity with
his people on the Arian doctrine, he was not exposed to the
Roman Catholics or their churches. Not only did his religious
tolerance extend to Christians who dissented from his doctrine,
but it also included Jews. He guaranteed them a peaceful life
and protected them and their temples. This study aims to delve
into how King Theodoric sympathized and tolerated the Jews,
and how the Ostrogoths reaped the fruits of Theodoric's
religious policy towards the Jews by thoroughly studying and
analyzing King Theodoric's speeches to the Jews.
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(") Jordanes, The Origin and Deeds of the Goths, trans. Ch. Mirrow, (Princeton,
1908), p. 86.
(%) Jordanes, The Origin and Deeds of the Goths, pp. 92-94.
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(®) Rutgers., L.,& Bradbury., S., “The Diaspora, C 235-638”, in: The Cambridge
history of Judaism, Vol.4, Katz., T., S.,( ed.) ( Cambridge University 2008),p. 492.
() Work, 1., “The jews in western society: A Study of his social, political, and
economic position”, PH.D Diss., University of Southern California, 1939,p. 86.
(!%The Theodosian Code and Novels and the Sirmonian Contitution, trans. C.
Pharr, CJR 1, (New York, 1951), pp. 356-366.
('Y The Theodosian Code, pp. 469-470.
(*2)) The Theodosian Code, p. 471.
('3) The Theodosian Code, p. 39.
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(!6) The Theodosian Code, pp. 45, 210.
("YThe Theodosian Code, p. 471.
(*®) Hoding, Th., Italy and her invaders, Vol. 3,(Oxford, 1885), p. 490.
(*) Saitta., B., "The Ostrogothis in Italy", (POL/S. Revista de ideas y formas
politicas de la Antigiiedad Clasica 11, 1999), pp. 197-216, p. 207; Cohen., S.,
“Religious Diversity”, in: 4 Companion to Ostrogothic Italy, ed. Arold., J.J.,
Jornli., S., Sessa., K.,leiden, (Boston, 2015), pp. 503-532, p. 506.
(3°) Edictum Theoderici regis , ed. S. A. Fontibus, MGH LL 5. (Hannover, 1875-
1889), p. 166.
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Middleton., J.H.,., T., "Verona", EB. 27, p.1033.

(**) Anonymi Valesiani pars posterior, ed. T. Mommsen, MGH,Auctores
Antiquissimi ( MGH Script Auct. ant 9), (Berlin 1892), pp. 30628, p. 326;
Hoding, Italy and her invaders, p. 298.

(¥) Hodgkin,Th., Theodoric the Goth, the Barbarian Champion of Civilisation,
(London, New York,1891), pp. 260-262.

(%) Cassiodorus, Letters of Cassiodorus, Being a condensed translation of the
Variae Epistolae of Magnus Aurelius Cassiodorus Senator, trans. Th. Hodgking,
(London 1886), p. 251; Cassiodori Senatoris Variae, ed. Th. Mommsen,
MGH,Auctores Antiquissimi (MGH Script Auct. ant 12), (Berlin 1894),
p.133.

(*") Cassiodorus, Letters of Cassiodorus, p. 286; Cassiodori Senatoris Variae, p.
163.

(%) Cassiodorus, Letters of Cassiodorus, 185; Cassiodori Senatoris Variae, 61.

(*”) Hoding, Italy and her invaders, p. 490

(®%) Cassiodorus, Letters of Cassiodorus, pp. 256-257; Cassiodori Senatoris
Variae, p. 133.

(") Cohen., S., “Religious Diversity”, pp. 503-532, 507.

(*?) Glasii Papar Epistolarum Fragmenta, Epistolae Romanorum Pontificum

Genuinae, ed. A. thiel, Vol. 1, Brunsberg, 1868, pp. 505-506.
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(*7) Justinian, The Novels of Justinian, trans. Miller., D., Sarris.,P., Vol.
1,(Cambridge, 2018), p. 354-356.
(**) Rutgers., L.,& Bradbury., S., “The Diaspora”, p. 506.
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