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Abstract

The Russian war against Ukraine was considered illegal and unjustified and was described as
“Aggression” as per the UN General Assembly resolution, while Russia upholds its legitimate
right to legitimate self-defense, considering that Ukraine’s accession to NATO threatened
its security and peace. In the face of the various reactions of states and the United Nations
and the consideration by international jurisprudence of several issues related to the Russian-
Ukrainian war, the question arises as to the impact of such actions on the interpretation and

development of the rules of international law.

Therefore, the study focuses - without siding a particular party - on the impact of the
Russian-Ukrainian war on the interpretation and development of the rules of international

law from two aspects: First: the legitimate use of force, through the analysis of President
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Putin’s speech, in which he presented Russia’s justifications for waging war, and its impact on
the interpretation and development of the rules of international law related to the legitimate
use of force, and exposure to this aspect depends on the analysis of the Russian point of
view, which is supported by a few countries. Second: the illegal use of force, and the extent
of effectiveness of international legal mechanisms in this respect and how these mechanisms
were employed in the conflict and their impact on the interpretation and development of the
rules of international law. The exposure to this aspect relies on the analysis of the Ukrainian

point of view, which is supported by most states.
key words: Russian-Ukrainian War , Preemptive Legitimate Defense , Lawfare , jus ad bellum.
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Letter dated 24 February 2022 from :V-YY )58 V€ gujly o y=ll dell 0890 jeeasM s ) ) llasd JelSI) (il sl
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, UN the Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to

gl [Gusy)l pudy)l Clas] 5 u=y L 4] sLid Doc $/2022/154. Available at: https:/digitallibrary.un.org/record/3959647
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“James Green, Christian Henderson and Tom Ruys, “Russia’s attack on Ukraine and the jus ad bellum”, in Journal on the
Use of Force and International Law, 2022, vol. 9, no. 1, p. 4. Also, Oona Hathaway, “International Law Goes to War in
Ukraine: The Legal Pushback to Russia’s Invasion”, in Foreign Affairs, 15 March 2022.
“WLetter dated 24 February 2022 from the Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc $/2022/154 (5 March 2022).
® Allegations of Genocide under the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Ukraine v
Russian Federation), ‘Document (with annexes) from the Russian Federation setting out its position regarding the alleged
“lack of jurisdiction” of the Court in the case, IC] Rep (7 March 2022), available at: www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-
related/182/182-20220307-OTH-01-00-EN.pdf .
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®Ukraine: What sanctions are being imposed on Russia?, BBC News (3 March 2022), available at: www.bbc.co.uk/news/

world-europe-60125659 .

© Anthony S. Aladekomo, Russian Aggression Against Ukraine, Sovereignty and International Law, available at: Hittps://

Ssrn.Com/Abstract=4064020.

1%Germany to ship anti-aircraft missiles to Ukraine — reports, DW (Deutsche Welle), 3 March 2022, available at: https://p.

dw.com/p/47v{Z .
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Ukraine v Russian Federation), Request for the indication of provisional measures submitted) the Crime of Genocide
Ukraine, ICJ (27 February 2022), available at: www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-related/182/182-20220227-WRI-01-00- by
to the ICJ in the Genocide Case; Russias withdrawal from the Council Marko Milanovic, ‘Russia’s submission . EN.pdf

March 2022), available at: www.ejiltalk.org/russias-submission-to-the-icj-in-the-genocide-case- 11) !Talk :of Europe, EJIL
. russiaswithdrawal-from-the-council-of-europe
I Case Concerning the Detention of Three Ukrainian Naval Vessels (Ukr. v. Russ.), Case No. 26, Order of May 25, 2019.
9Statement of ICC Prosecutor, Karim A.A. Khan QC, on the Situation in Ukraine: Receipt of Referrals from 39 States
Parties and the Opening of an Investigation, INT’L. CRIM. CT. (Mar. 2, 2022), available at: https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/
statement-iccprosecutor-karim-aa-khan-qc-situation-ukraine-receipt-referrals-39-states .
““Roman Romanov, ‘The Hour These Hostilities Began’: Ukrainians Mobilize to Document War Crimes, JUST SEC.
(Apr. 26, 2022), available at : https://www.justsecurity.org/81263/the-hour-

these-hostilities-began-ukrainians-mobilizeto-

document-war-crimess .
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1 Convening an emergency special session of the General Assembly on Ukraine, UN Doc. S/RES/2623 (2022), 27 February
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