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The reality of applying digital leadership in public education
departments in the Eastern Province of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia

Abstract

This study shed light on the practice of digital leadership, and to
identify the degree of its practice among school principals of
public education departments in the Eastern Province from the
point of view of school administration supervisors based on the
ISTE-EL 2018 digital leadership standards, which are: (adopting
equality and digital citizenship, a visionary planner, an
empowered leader, a systems designer, a continuous learner).
Which will contribute - hopefully- to enriching the literature
Arabic in this field. The descriptive approach and the
questionnaire were used as a data collection tool. The study
included the entire community of origin, which includes (55)
supervisors of the school administration. Accordingly, the
results of this study showed that the study members agree with
the degree of practice of school principals of public education
departments in the Eastern Province of digital driving standards
with an arithmetic average of (4.08 out of 5), and it became
clear from the results that the most prominent results of the
degree of practice of public education school principals in the
Eastern Province of digital driving standards were the learner's
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standard continuous with an arithmetic average of (4.18 out of
5), followed by the standard of the visionary planner with an
arithmetic average of (4.10 out of 5), followed by the criterion
of adopting equality and digital citizenship with an arithmetic
average of (4.08 out of 5), followed by the criterion of the
enabling leader with an arithmetic average of (4.05 out of 5),
and finally came the standard of the systems designer with an
arithmetic average of (4.00 out of 5). There were no statistically
significant differences at the level of (0.05) or less in the
responses of the study subjects about (empowered leader,
continuous learner) according to the gender variable. And there
were statistically significant differences at the level of (0.05) or
less in the responses of the study subjects on (adopting equality
and digital citizenship, a visionary scheme, systems designer,
digital driving standards) according to the gender variable in
favor of the female category. The recommendations came to
decision-makers in public education institutions, to conduct
training and awareness programs to spread the culture of digital
leadership practice among school principals in accordance with
the standards of ISTE-EL 2018, and to pay attention to
providing material and human resources in general education
schools, and to work on preparing the digital infrastructure in
public education schools.
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