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Abstract:

The research hypothesis of this study is that Saudi folklore is
related to events, stories, rituals, or societal customs that were
respected observed or adopted with consent and transformed into
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a social culture. Folklore practices and rituals are repeated on
occasions related to specific events, and the manifestation of
folklore is not without some dramatic features related to stories or
popular rituals.

Based on this hypothesis, the study focuses on the most famous
traditional Saudi folklore dances and tries to analyze inherent
dramatic features that are linked to reliable /established rituals or
events that can be used for interpreting the drama of Saudi folklore
dances.

The focus of the study, thus, lies in identifying a specific event,
following its traces and examining its dramatic manifestations in
the dance — that is words, instruments, melodies, singing, choral
tendencies, movement and performance, as these are the features
that can mostly be compared to dramatic elements.

Keywords: Saudi folklore - drama - folklore anthropology - social
culture — al-Yunbaawi Performance art
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