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The Philosophical Dimension of Mythological Thought in the
Civilizations of the Ancient East as a Source of Enrichment of Expression
in the Art of Formalism

Abstract

A science with its laws, theories and rules, the study of myths reveals the stages of the
development of peoples’ ideas in various forms, customs and trends deeply rooted in
civilizations. Some people think that legends are superstitions and illusions made by the
ancients as a reflection of the phenomena and an interpretation of their reality. These
peoples were the reason behind the establishment of the greatest civilizations known
today. Aiming at finding a mythical context preceding philosophy and influencing its
ideas, the current study refers to many philosophical theories of the mythical context.
The primitive man, combining nature and society into a single whole in one cosmic
unity, referred to spirits of things. He never imagined his natural world silent; he
imagined it alive, hearing and seeing. This was well drawn on the walls of their caves.
In this mythical view of the world, spirits appear everywhere, filling every void.
Primitive people used to give solutions to all natural phenomena and the fears haunting
them. So, Plato's theory of forms was adopted, which shows that reality is an example
of symbols and images of facts in the proverb, along with the artists' revolution against
the strictness of classical realism, criticizing it by looking at reality away from
simulation. The value of myth is latent in its imagination and intellectual richness
which give the artist an opportunity to be creative. The relationship between art and
symbolic myths is so ancient, just as that one between myth and philosophy is

intertwined. Myth is the basis for the emergence of philosophical thinking.

Keywords: The philosophical dimension, Engraved drawings, mythology, symbolism in art, the Ancient
East.
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