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Abstract: 

Discourse of the Crisis in the 

Contemporary Arabic Theater: 

Selected Samples from the 

Festival of the Arabic Theater 

2016. 

Through discourse analysis, 

this study tries to trace the 

discourse of the crisis in the texts 

of three plays, which were 

presented within the Festival of 

the Arabic Theater that was hold 

in Kuwait 2016. 

Depending on the copies 

documented in the Arabic 

Organization of Theater, this 

study has chosen three texts to be 

its main material. These three 

texts are: “the Eco of Silence” by 

Kassem Matroud, which 

represented Kuwait and won the 

festival’s award, “Do not tell your 

Vision” by Ismail Abdullah, 

which represented United Arab 

Emirates, and “The Master of 

Time” by Muhammad Farid Abu- 

Seada”, which represented Egypt.  

In the 8th session of the 

Festival of the Arabic Theater, the 

current crisis of the Arabic culture 

has affected the choice of the 

presented plays. This crisis has 

also affected the theatrical 

discourse, because the presented 

plays were written, as well, 

through the same crisis. The title 

of the three chosen texts denote 

the disruption of communication, 

which puts the audience in front 

of a threshold to some crisis 

presented in these texts.  Through 

lexical and different levels of 

language, that refer to a high rate 

of power, domination, and truth 

owning, the three texts push us to 

confront the relation between the 

theatrical discourse and power. 

The discursive domination of the 

most powerful groups, the lack of 

dialogue, and the inductions of 



 
 بھجت محمد نبيل                                     خطاب ا�زمة في المسرح العربي المعاصر

 

  

 
٧٢ 

confronted visions, crystalize 

another aspect of the crisis. Death 

was the logical end of the three 

plays, which indicates that: life 

cannot continue with the current 

problems.  

On the other hand, characters 

appeared as struggling structures 

carry the discourse of violence 

and exclusion, which, in its turn, 

makes death a non-avoidable 

result. The three texts also 

presented a battle between the past 

and the present, and the finales 

have uncovered the victory of the 

past with all the values and 

conceptions, which this past 

carries. As death means a stop in 

the movement towards the future, 

the three texts refers to isolated 

identities, which push its crisis to 

continue by escaping from their 

reality because of the insufficient 

consciousness, which, in turn, 

creates an obvious state of 

alienation in the theatrical shows. 

The only vanished era in these 

shows was the present, which 

gives the impression that the death 

at the finals of the three of them 

was a kind of objection against the 

fragmentation of the reality, and 

an alarm announces that: if the 

struggle that is based on 

hegemony and power desires 

continues, we shall lose both the 

present and the future. 

Keywords: 
Crisis Discourse– Theaterical 

Discourse – Audience – Title 

Discourse - Authority – Identity 

Discourse. 
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