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Abstract :

This research paper strives to etymologically trace back
the origin of the words classified under the section entitled the noun
beginning with the /hamzat al-wasl/ ‘the conjunctive hamza or the

diacritic designating the glottal stop /?/ + in Arabic’. This /hamzah/ is

constrained to occur in the initial position of certain irre?ular nouns
which have no rule to follow. To provide an etymologically authentic
foundation, the present researcher traces back the origins of these words
in the Arabic linguistic heritage and draws a comparison between these
words and their cognates or equivalents in the Semitic languages, with a
view to achieving two objectives:

— First: Determining the authenticity of the Arabic two-element
words that begin with /hamzat al-wasl/.

- Second: Accounting for the addition of /hamzat al-wasl/ in Arabic
nouns through reference to the Semitic origins of their cognates or
equivalents and exploring the relevant views of Arabic
grammarians and linguists, be ancient or modern. The present
researcher discusses the reasons why /hamzat al-wasl/ is
considered irregular in nouns which are not analogous to others.

— Third: Seeking to explore the types of words that are
)cac\)n%i_dered the origin of the connectivity phenomenon in
rabic.
For achieving the purpose of this research, the data of this
study draw on some Arabic words to which/hamzat al-wasl/ is
attached in spite of the fact that they are nouns. To illustrate,
these words are /ism/‘name’-/ibn/‘son’//ibnah/‘daughter’—
limr'u/‘a person’-/imra’ah/a woman’-/ithnaan/‘two male
ersons’-/ithnataan/ ‘two female persons’-/ist/‘backside’-
A&lllp}lf?u llahi/‘l swear by Allah!’-/aimu llahi/‘l swear by
ah!’.

The descriptive apgroach is adopted by the present study which
relies on observing, describing and gxaminin? the linguistic phenomenon
used by grammarians and linguists to facilitate and connect the
pronunciation of consonant sounds at word initial positions.

Keywords:
falif al-wasl 1/ ‘the first Arabic letter when it is written without the

diacritic designating the glottal stop’ -/hamzat al-wasl/ ‘the connective
hamza or the diacritic designating the glottal stop: <’-/ism/ ‘name’-/ibn/

‘son’/ /ibnah/ ‘daughter’ —/imr’u/ ‘a person’ -/imra’ah/ ‘a woman’ -
/ithnaan/ ‘two male persons’ -/ithnataan/ ‘two female persons’ -/ist/
‘bﬁtclﬁside’ ~/aimunu llahi/ ‘I swear by Allah!’ -/aimu llahi/ * | swear by
Allah!.
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