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The effectiveness of a training program to develop joint
attention and reduce language disorder for children with
Autism Spectrum Disorder

Abstract:

This study aims to test the effectiveness of a communicative program
that includes several techniques for developing joint attention and
identifying the impact of this in reducing language disorder. The sample
included (10) children with autism spectrum disorder, whose ages ranged
between (8-12) years, at Saudi Arabia. The program was applied for
eight weeks, four days per week the researcher used the semi-
experimental approach with two groups (experimental and control), and
used the joint attention measure and the language disorder measure for
children with autism spectrum disorder (researcher preparation).

The results: The program has shown its positive effectiveness in
developing joint attention and reducing language problems among the
experimental study sample where there are statistically significant
differences in the post-test between the two groups (experimental and
control) in favor of the experimental group and there is also a
statistically significant difference between the pre and post-test In favor
of the post-test in the experimental group there are no differences
between the pre and post-tests in the control group. The researcher also
recommends the necessity of using training programs based on various
strategies as they have a positive impact in developing joint attention and
reducing language problems.
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