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Building and Testing Models in Social Sciences:
Structural Equation Modeling as a Method
Prof. Yasser F. Hendawy Al-Mahdy *

Abstract

The current paper addresses the methodologies of building
and testing models in contemporary social sciences through a
critical analytical perspective. This is followed by a presentation
of one modeling methodology: structural equation modeling, as
one of the contemporary quantitative approaches for building and
testing models in social sciences. The paper discusses how to
employ structural equation modeling in contemporary social
research, its application areas, requirements, and steps, as well as
presenting a realistic case study of employing the method in one
recent published social science study.
Keywords: Building Models; Structural Equation Modeling;

Research Methods; Social Sciences.
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chi-square=169.613; df=87; p-value=.000; CFI=.972; GFI=.943; RMSEA=.050; RMR=.026
Figure 1. OC as a mediator between PLS and TATIE (model B).
All path coefficients are significant, p < .001.
Note: PLS = Principal Leadership Styles; OC =
Organisational Commitment, TATIE = Teachers’

Attitude towards Inclusive Education.
Source: Al-Mahdy & Emam, 2018, p. 11
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