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Arabic databases of conference papers: an analytical comparative study with

the application to the field of libraries and information
Abstract:

The study seeks to describe and analyze the Arabic databases of conference
papers to identify the extent of their coverage of conference papers , their
adequacy, challenges, and ways to overcome them.

The study relies on the field survey method, and it is based on a checklist of
the elements of the study, as well as a careful browsing of the databases sites
on the Internet.

The study reached several results, most notably: There are six databases
concerned with the papers of Arab conferences, which are: Dar Al-
Mandumah, eMarefa, Ask Zad, the Egyptian Knowledge Bank, the Arab
Conference Network, and Al-Hadi database. It has been found that the
databases are newly established, as most of them originated in the twenty-
first century. The databases of Dar Al-Mandumah include the largest number
of conference papers(2604) conferences, then Al-Hadi database (558)
conferences. Coverage periods range from 1960-2021. Four databases
provide the full text, while one of the databases provides abstracts only (the
Egyptian Knowledge Bank) and another database (Al-Hadi database)
provides only bibliographic data, and three databases are concerned with
conference papers in the field of libraries and information: Mandumabh,
eMarefa, and Al-Hadi .

The largest coverage of conference papers was in Al-Hadi database (5379),
followed by Al-Mandumah (1630), then eMarefa (900), and most of the
conferences were held in Egypt, then Tunisia, followed by Saudi Arabia. The
generality of conference topics was shown in general, as well as the presence
of overlap in coverage between the two databases of Al-Mandumah and

eMarefa. It requires that more attention be paid to covering the proceedings
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of Arab conferences through the establishment of a unified Arabic database

of Arab conference papers in various fields of knowledge.

Keywords:

Databases. Conference proceedings. Conference papers. conferences.
seminars. eMarefa data bases .Al-Hadi database. Mandumah

databases.Libraries and information.
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3-  In84th Annual meeting of the Association for Information Science & Technology Slat
Lake City, UT.
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