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Spatial Suitability for the Potato Crop in Mina
Governorate: A Study in Economic Geography

Dr. Nabil Ishak Francis Saad
Assistant Professor of Economic Geography
Faculty of Arts, New Valley University.
Abstract

This is a research in contemporary human geography in
general and economic geography in particular that sheds light on
spatial suitability and its impact on the production of the potato crop
as one of the important food, strategic and industrial crops on which
some food industries are based.

The study is concerned with shedding light on the
geographical aspects related to potato planting in Mina Governorate
which is characterized by spatial suitability for planting this crop
such as climatic conditions and fertile soil and their effect on
increasing productivity, and other factors. Minya Governorate has
spatial capabilities suitable for the growth of potatoes and the
expansion of the area cultivated with potatoes. In addition, potatoes
are grown in the study area in more than one planting session in the
year due to the suitability of the agricultural environment for this
crop and the importance of this crop since it is one of food safety
crops as it is an alternative to grains and it is characterized by
relatively abundant yield per acre.

The present research also investigates the development of the
area and production of potatoes and seeks to identify the distribution
of potatoes and survey the variation of spatial distribution in area
and production between the towns of the governorate. Moreover, the
study addresses the economics of potato planting, its obstacles, and
how to promote it in the future, something which will contribute to
developing potato planting and increasing its economic return.

Keywords: Spatial suitability, geographical requirements, production
per unit area, self-sufficiency, economic return.
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(1) Leal, W.,F. , & et al, Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security, Hamburg University
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