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The Foundational Sources for the Hypothesis of the Revelation
of the Qur’an in Meaning rather than in Word
A Critical Study

Dr. Emad Hassan Marzouk
Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Arts, Al-Menofia University

Abstract

The majority of Muslims believe that the meanings and words of the
Noble Qur’an are revelations sent down from the Lord of the Worlds
- the Almighty - to His Noble Messenger - may God’s prayers and
peace be upon him and his family - so the Messenger’s job is to
convey the revealed Qur’an in word and meaning, without adding to
it or subtracting from it, and despite Another group of Muslims went
to give the Messenger a greater role than just conveying this
revelation, as they made the Qur’anic revelation revealed to the
Messenger limited to meanings alone, not the words. As for the
verbal formulation of these meanings revealed to the heart of the
Messenger, they attributed it to the Messenger himself. For them, the
Qur’an is divinely inspired meanings that the Messenger formulated
in his own words. The claim that the Holy Qur’an is a meaning from
God and a word from the Messenger is a claim that has its roots in
the Islamic heritage, and its echoes also resonate in quite a few
modern Islamic studies. This research monitors the foundational
sources of this claim, analyzes its reasons and causes, and discusses
its results and implications through four sections.

The first: The theological source

Second: The Gnostic source

Third: The interpretive source

Fourth: The narrative source

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an, the humanity of speech, the concept of
revelation, psychological revelation, Gnosticism, the religious
experience, the history of the Qur’an.
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