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Semiotics of Character in Osama El-Shazly’s Novel
""Papers of Shamoun the Egyptian”

Abstract

This research is about how the characters are formed and built in the
novel, "The Papers of the Egyptian Shimon", in an effort to explore
the connotations of the characters, by identifying their classification
and semiotic features. The research based its tracking of the
characters of the text on the critical statements of Philip Hammon,
and adopting his vision in highlighting the character and its
connotations.

The research proceeded in parallel directions to highlight the
character's constructiveness within the narrative accomplishment,
depending on the character being a semiotic sign consisting of a
signifier and a connotation, and achieving this through a theoretical
presentation that ensures the character's semiotic vision. This was
followed by the applied aspect that included classifying the
characters of the studied text according to Hamon's divisions:
(reference characters - signaling characters - memorabilia
characters), then stopping the search in front of the character
description level, tracking the character's signifier (names), and the
character's connotation (ways of presentation the character
quantitatively and qualitatively).

Keywords: papers of Shamoun the Egyptian, Osama El-shazly,
Semiotics, the signifier of character, connotation of the character.
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