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Amusement as a Function in the Palaces and the
Circassians Court in Egypt
[784-923 AH / 1381-1517 AD]

Abstract

Amusement, in its various forms, has fascinated most humans
from different backgrounds and social classes. It has served as a
form of recreation, livelihood, and a means to alleviate certain
social, economic, and political issues that some individuals dare
not confront directly. Instead, they resort to circumventing
these issues through sarcasm and humor. Egyptians have long
shown a fondness for amusement, and the Mamluk sultans,
along with their emirs and notable figures, were keen on
appointing individuals renowned for their light-heartedness,
humor, and talent for entertaining others. Many historical
sources from the Mamluk and Circassian periods confirm that
they were widely present in the palaces of princes, viziers, and
the courts of Mamluk sultans of Circassian origin. Numerous
individuals involved in the entertainment industry achieved
significant social and moral status, accumulating vast wealth
through their use of sarcasm. Moreover, they were granted
various administrative, political, and military positions
including leading missions and diplomatic embassies abroad,
being assigned to participate in warfare, and assuming positions
in the administrative, financial, and judicial sectors, such as the
agency of the treasury, administration, calculation (hisba),
delegation, independent judicial representation, and other roles.
This was due to the joy and delight they brought to their patrons
by injecting happiness and pleasure into their lives.

Keywords: Amusement, Sarcasm, Humor, Circassians.
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