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Gaza City
between Egyptian Support and Assyrian Sovereignty
during the Second Half of the Eighth Century BC
Abstract
This research deals with the talk about Gaza City between Egyptian
support and Assyrian sovereignty during the second half of the
eighth century BC. Gaza City enjoyed great importance as it
represented the main point for the caravans that transported goods
from the south of the Arabian Peninsula and the East to the
Mediterranean, and it served as a distribution center for these goods
to Syria and the Asia Minor region, as well as a link between Egypt
and Palestine. That is, it was of great importance as the city located
in the far southwest of Palestine on the road leading to Egypt and the
first city to be reached after leaving the desert. It became a supply
point for commercial convoys, and in addition to its commercial
Importance, it enjoyed strategic and military importance. The issue
of control over it became a matter of dispute between the rulers of
Egypt and Syria, and this rivalry was particularly sharp and clear
between the Egyptian and Assyrian kings. That is, Gaza combined
commercial importance with military importance, and Egypt was
fully aware of this importance, and therefore it supported and
supported it, and at the same time incited it when revolutions broke
out there.
The research was concluded with a number of results, perhaps the
most important of which are:
» The distinguished location of the Palestinian and Syrian cities, in
addition to, the fact that they represented a major outlet on the trade
routes of the southern Arab tribes, made Egypt keen to support and
assist these cities in their struggle against the Assyrians.
* The economic motive was the basis behind the move of the
Assyrian kings to control the city of Gaza, in order to achieve full
sovereignty over the Arab trade routes and Egyptian trade. This was
evidenced by King Tiglath-pileser III’s establishment of a trading
center (Karo) in Gaza.
Keywords: Gaza City, Tiglath-pileser I, King Tefnakht, Egypt,
Assyria, Sargon 11, eighth century BC.
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