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Akhenaten's Close Devotees and the Position of
Other Cults in Egyptian Religion during the
Amarna Period

Dr. Ragab Abdellatif Mohamed Mohamed
Lecturer of the History of Ancient Egypt
Department of History and Civilization
Faculty of Arts, Port Said University

Abstract

This research paper aims to study the connection of the idea of
uniting deities during the Atonian period with the political and
religious status of the king, which was the main purpose of this call,
shedding light on their roots, since the time of King Amenhotep I11.
In addition, this paper sheds light on the people's attitude towards the
new religion and their division against themselves, whether they
were among the supporters who benefited from the call for
monotheism or the rejecters who adhered to other cults in private or
in public. It also highlights the most important distinguished men of
the era of "Akhenaten", who had the greatest role in executing all the
orders of "Akhenaten”, tackling their attitude towards the deity
"Amun" and other religions and their subversive and destructive role
that the temples of those religions and their worshipers suffered
from. Besides, this paper identifies the indications of the
continuation of other cults in private and in public, and what some
individuals left of evidence of that in the southern and northern
Amarna tombs, and finally the end of "Akhenaten" and the
subsequent destruction and sabotage of his cult center in Amarna
and the temples of Aten, as well as the attempt to erase his memory
from existence as a heretic.

Keywords: Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten), government, deities,
monotheism, religion, Aten, Amun.
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