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The Pragmatics of Request and Refusal
in Political Negotiation
Hussein-McMahon Correspondence as an Example

Dr. Nourhan Abdel Raouf Ahmed
Lecturer at the Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Al Alsun, Ain Shams University

Abstract

This article pragmatically studies ten letters exchanged during
World War |, between Hussein ibn Ali, emir of Mecca, and Sir
Henry McMahon, British high commissioner in Egypt, concerning
the formation of an independent united Arab state. The article aims
to explore the effect of the political language on shaping the features
of modern Arab history.

It consists of two parts: A theoretical part, which explains the
basic pragmatic concepts of the study (mainly speech acts theory,
politeness principle, and cooperative principle). And a practical part,
which pragmatically analyzes the letters.

It assumes that the sender as well as the addressee deal with
the face-threatening aspects of the request act and the refusal act
according to their political interests, within a cooperative frame,
which may be violated in turn during the negotiation.

Keywords: Speech acts, Face principle, Cooperative principle,
Great Arab Revolt, Palestinian issue.
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2. Searle, John R. Expression and Meaning: Studies in the Theory of Speech Acts,
Cambridge University Press, 1999 (first published 1979), p. 44.
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- Searle, John R. “A Taxonomy of Illocutionary Acts.” In Language, Mind and
Knowledge, ed. Keith Gunderson. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1975, pp.
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I~ 1bid., p. 38.
2- Beebe, Leslie M., Tomoko Takahashi, and Robin Uliss-Weltz. "Pragmatic transfer in
ESL refusals." In Developing Communicative Competence in a Second Language, ed.
Robin Scarcella, Elaine Andersen, Stephen Krashen. New York: Newbury House, 1990,
p. 56.
3- Beebe, Leslie M., Tomoko Takahashi, and Robin Uliss-Weltz. "Pragmatic transfer in
ESL refusals.", pp. 72, 73.
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I- Cai, Deborah A., and Steven R. Wilson. "Identity implications of influence goals: A
cross-cultural comparison of interaction goals and facework." Communication Studies 51,
no. 4 (2000), p. 309.
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"we confirm to you the terms of Lord Kitchener’s
message...in which was stated clearly... our approval of
the Arab Khalifate when it should be proclaimed".

Oy edadly Gand) ) Jemg (631 opall ALyl i b Jad 35 o1 13 ()

Oe Aty ki deay o o 435S maaay CQlsaial’ ga Jasiall el Lall

s el QalieY) S Ledsd e DY) o jaa Y 4l ADIAY G
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c LS Gl Al e (55 e Sl Gl Slad s g8 (DAY

VN e eae alal) Sy sl Juaiill :Horatio Herbert Kitchener Jiii€ <oyp sl )5 -
VA ¢
-e

2. Kedouri, Elie. In the Anglo-Arab labyrinth: The McMahon-Husayn correspondence
and its interpretations 1914-1939, pp. 69, 70.
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3- Kedouri, Elie. In the Anglo-Arab labyrinth: The McMahon-Husayn correspondence
and its interpretations 1914-1939, pp. 68, 69.
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I- Putnam, Linda L. "Negotiation and discourse analysis.” Negotiation journal 26, no. 2
(2010), pp. 147, 148.
2- Ibid., p. 69.
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1- Johnson, Danette Ifert, Michael E. Roloff, and Melissa A. Riffee. "Responses to
refusals of requests: Face threat and persistence, persuasion and forgiving statements."”
Communication Quarterly 52, no. 4 (2004), pp. 349- 351.
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I- Kedouri, Elie. In the Anglo-Arab labyrinth: The McMahon-Husayn correspondence
and its interpretations 1914-1939, p. 72.
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