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""Anti-language''- An Applied Study on
Prison Literature

Dr. Marwa Moustafa Elsayed Amin
Asssistant Professor at the Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Al Alsun, Ain Shams University

Abstract

This study seeks to demonstrate the importance of anti-language
in showing the relationship of language with social structure, and
deals with this phenomenon applied to prison literature. The study is
divided into a theoretical introduction, then proceeds to the applied
part that analyzes this phenomenon in some literary works that
belong to prison literature. It also aims at achieving several goals,
including; Defining anti-language, showing its relationship to the
anti-society, and indicating its types and characteristics. The study
follows the descriptive approach. It describes and analyzes the
language of prisoners semantically and syntactically; to show the
extent of its privacy, and its connection to the new environment
created by the surrounding circumstances. The study has chosen a
group of works that belong to (Egyptian) prison literature, in
particular; because the study of anti-languages is concerned with the
relationship between language and social structure.

Keywords: Anti-languages, Prison literature, Argot, Secret
Languages, Sociolinguistics.
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@Halliday, M. A. K.: Anti-Languages, p.570.
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