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Abstract

The geopolitical and security landscape in the South China Sea is
characterized by enormous complexity and importance at the regional
and international levels, and while China is pursuing a policy of
imposing a fait accompli in the South China Sea, ignoring the rejection
of its policies by the countries bordering the sea, Manila succeeded in
issuing a ruling from the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The
Hague in July, 2016. It refuted Beijing’s historical claims, and from
this standpoint, this study seeks to answer a major question: Is the
Philippines’ attempt to join the alliance with the United States of
America a result of the military spending gap between China and the
Philippines? According to the proposition of the Balance of Threat
Theory that the large gap in defense spending as an indicator of power
between China and the Philippines, as well as aggressive intentions,
made more dangerous by the geographical proximity between the two
countries, prompted the Philippines to search for allies to enhance its
power and create a state of “balance of threat” to ward off China’s
expansionist aspirations in the South China Sea region.

Keywords: China, Philippines, the United States of America, the South
China Sea, the Balance of Threat Theory.
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