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14. Calvert , Patricia, “ The Communication Handbook : Techniques and Technology,
Communications ,Information and Technology, USDA Extension, Washington D. C.
November , 1989.
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FARMERS’ OPINIONS REGARDING AGRICULTURAL
EXHIBITIONS AS AN EXTENSION EDUCATION METHOD
ACQUAINTING THEM WITH MODERN
AGRICULTURAL TECHNIQUES.

“A CASE STUDY ON THE14'" SAHARA AGRICULTURAL
EXHIBITION” CAIRO, A.R.E

ABDEL HAMID IBRAHIM AHMED, TAHA MOHAMED ALl EL-FISHAWY
AND BAKR AHMED ABDEL RAHMAN

Agricultural Extension & Rural Development Research Institute

The main objectives of this research are as follows:

» |dentifying the farmers’ opinions towards the agricultural exhibitions as
an extension education method acquainting them with modern tech-
nigues and innovations in agriculture.

« Pointing out the information sources through which farmers could
know the exact date and location of the exhibition.

« High-lightening the main ways of making use of the exhibitions as well
as farmers’ visit motivations.

« The most influential changes affecting agricultural exhibitions as well
as farmers’ suggestions to develop them.

This research was conducted on a selection of 247 visitors of
14th Sahara Agricultural Exhibition. The following characteristics were
highly put into consideration at the selection process:

« Visitors should be farmers who are landowners.
« They also may be farm or agricultural plant labors assigned to agricul-
tural productive activities.

Data was collected, starting from 9/3/2001 till the end of the
exhibition on 12/9/2001, through a developed questioner, filled out in
an interview with each respondent .The data was analyzed statistically
by using the frequencies, percentage, arithmetic mean, and Chi-Square.
The main findings and the extracted conclusions were as follows:

» Over (80.79%) approved of agricultural exhibitions as an extension ed-
ucation, method illustrating the modern techniques and innovation in
agriculture.

» A significant effective relationship between the educational status var-
iable and the multiplicity of agricultural activities variable on one hand
and the farmers’ opinion regarding Agricultural Exhibitions as an Exten-
sion education method on the other hand, whereas the same relation-
ship was not significant as shown in terms of the other independent
studied variables.

« Daily newspapers were the main source through which farmers knew
about the date and location of the exhibition.

« The main motivations behind visiting the exhibition were as follows:
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- To be aware of the progress achieved in the various agricultural
fields.

- To gain new agricultural practices and information.

- To develop current investments or entry in access new ones.

¢ The ways of making use of the exhibit were mainly to contract on fer-
tilizers, soil improvements, pesticides, seeds and the requirements of
protectorate cultivation and nurseries.

» The farmers’ suggestions to develop exhibitions were as follows:

- to facilitate loan procedures, especially the part related to collater-
al’s required from small investors, and to establish or activate the
role of credit hazards companies.

- Setting a loan system, in all agricultural fields, for small investors
with payment terms that suit the nature of each project, and guar-
anteed by the project itself.

- Setting a loan system for cooperatives, farmers associations and
producer unions in order to serve small investors and rural women.

- Providing cost lists for visitors with a real commitment to apply it.

- Developing agricultural extension activities sponsored by Ministry of
Agricultural to hold seminars and set reception spots for the visi-
tors to answer their inquiries and present the needed technical ad-
vice; also to control false propaganda and promises of implement-
ing certain services and technical works in turn of down payments
without any achievements.

- Setting a spot to honor pioneer farmers and to display their special
production in terms of quantity and type.



