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Incorporating Political Geography Concepts into the Content of
Geography Textbooks for Secondary Education in Jordan

Abstract

The current study aimed to investigate the extent to which political
geography concepts are incorporated into the content of geography
textbooks for secondary education in Jordan. The study sample consisted
of geography textbooks for the first and second grades of secondary
education in Jordan. The researchers employed the descriptive analytical
approach (content analysis) to achieve the study objectives, which were
deemed suitable for the study topic. The researchers compiled a list of
political geography concepts to assess their availability in the textbooks
under investigation. The word or phrase was adopted as the unit of
analysis, deemed appropriate for the study topic, and its validity and
reliability were confirmed using appropriate scientific methods.

The study results revealed that the total number of political geography
concepts in the geography textbooks for the first and second grades of
secondary education in Jordan amounted to 107 occurrences. The field of
political geography concept obtained the highest rank with a total of 33
occurrences, accounting for 32%. The second rank was attained by the
field of identity and citizenship with a total of 29 occurrences,
representing 24%. The third rank was secured by the field of
international organizations and alliances with a total of 26 occurrences,
constituting 25%. The field of electoral geography ranked fourth with a
total of 11 occurrences, amounting to 11%. The field of military
geography obtained the lowest rank with a total of 8 occurrences,
representing 8%.

Based on the research findings, the researchers recommended several
recommendations, including conducting further studies and research on
other curricula and at different stages. They also recommended
incorporating political geography concepts, which were inadequately
covered in geography textbooks for secondary education in Jordan.
Keywords: Political Geography Concepts, Geography Textbooks,
Secondary Education.
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