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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the extent of digital citizenship awareness
among visually impaired students, the challenges they face, and the ways
they can overcome these challenges. The descriptive analytical method
was used in this study, and the sample included (357) male and female
students in the primary, intermediate, and secondary stages with visual
impairment from the Qassim region. Data were collected using a
questionnaire specifically designed to measure the awareness of visually
impaired students of digital citizenship. The results showed that these
students have a moderate awareness of digital citizenship. The main
difficulties they faced, which were of a moderate degree, are choosing
the appropriate digital content and the need for skills to express
themselves in digital communities. The main ways to overcome these
challenges, which also came at a moderate level, include supporting
learning to control digital by voice, touch, and writing, improving
communication and empathy and solidarity with others on the Internet,
and confronting loneliness and discrimination. The results also showed
statistically significant differences between males and females, in favor
of males, between visually impaired students and blind students, in favor
of visually impaired students, and between students in the primary,
intermediate, and secondary stages, in favor of students in the secondary
stage. These results indicate the need to provide more support and
resources for visually impaired students to improve their digital skills
and increase their awareness of digital citizenship.

Keywords: Visually impaired students, Digital citizenship, Challenges,
Ways to overcome, Qassim.
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