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Abstract

The objective of this study is to assess the perspectives of geography
students regarding the suitability of the distance education system for
teaching various geography courses. It aims to determine the disparity
between theoretical, applied, and field courses concerning their
compatibility with the new educational systems implemented during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The outcomes of this study will aid in enhancing
course study plans and adapting them to align with modern trends in
education systems. To conduct this research, a combination of
guantitative and qualitative approaches was employed. A closed-ended
and quantifiable questionnaire was administered to 369 students from the
Geography Department at Sultan Qaboos University during the
2020/2021 academic year. The questionnaire included open-ended
guestions to acquire students' perspectives on the subject. The data
analysis encompassed frequency distribution, mean values, and a five-
point Likert scale.

Furthermore, the qualitative component involved twenty-three in-depth
personal interviews and group discussions, known as focus group
discussions. Notably, a significant finding was that a majority of students
perceived distance education as having a limited contribution, compared
to traditional education, in terms of facilitating successful completion of
the educational process. Additionally, over three-quarters of the
participants believed that the suitability of geographical courses varied
with regards to the distance education system, favoring theoretical
courses over physical geography courses and practical courses. As a
recommendation based on the study's outcomes, it is necessary to
consider the distinctive nature of the geography discipline in the virtual
teaching environment. This involves the development of courses and
exploration of alternative methods that can supplement the absence of
group field studies.
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