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Strategic management in Saudi universities as an intermediate
variable between strategic vigilance and risk management

Dr. Abdulwahed saud said alzahrani

Department of Educational Administration and Planning,
College of Education, Al Baha University

Abstract:

The study aimed to reveal the reality of applying strategic management
in Saudi universities from the point of view of management and
educational planning experts and the reality of applying strategic
vigilance and risk management, in addition to determining the role of
strategic management as an intermediate variable in the relationship
between strategic vigilance and risk management. A descriptive survey
approach was used, The study population consisted of (362) educational
management and planning experts in Saudi universities, of whom (320)
experts responded, with a percentage of (88.4%), The questionnaire,
included (33) statements measuring the application of strategic
management in Saudi universities distributed (4) dimensions. analysis,
planning, implementation, and evaluation) and (20) statements that
measure strategic vigilance distributed among (4) dimensions that
measure vigilance (competitive, marketing, research, and societal) and
(21) statements that measure risk management (planning, analysis, and
evaluation). Their validity and reliability have been confirmed, and it has
been shown that the degree Of application of strategic management is
average from the point of view of experts, as its arithmetic mean value
reached (3.36), in order (strategic analysis) with a high degree, then
planning, implementation and evaluation (medium). It also turned out
that the degree of availability of strategic vigilance is moderate, with its
arithmetic mean value (3.16) for all its dimensions. Average in their
ranking (competitiveness, research, marketing, and societal) and risk
management are medium, their arithmetic mean value reached (3.12),
and their dimensions in analysis, planning, and evaluation are medium.
The results also showed that there is a direct positive relationship
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between the strategic vigilance variable and the risk management
variable, amounting to (0.88). It also showed that there is a positive
relationship. Direct correlation between the vigilance and strategic
management variable (0.76) and the risk management and strategic
management variable (0.80). The results of applying confirmatory factor
analysis (CFA) revealed the role of strategic management as an
intermediate variable in the relationship between strategic vigilance and
risk management, as it was found that there is an indirect effect of the
strategic vigilance variable on risk management. Risks in their
dimensions, with the presence of strategic management as an
intermediate variable in strengthening the relationship between vigilance
and risk management, as the standard value of the regression weight
reached (0.57), which is statistically significant at the significance level
(0.01), and this supports the validity of the conceptual model of the
study. The study came out with a set of recommendations, the most
important of which is “establishing an organizational unit in Saudi
universities for strategic vigilance that supports the application of
strategic management, enhances risk management processes in Saudi
universities, and improves the reality of applying risk management and
strategic management processes”.

Keywords: strategic management, Saudi universities, strategic

vigilance, risk management.
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