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The level of knowledge about autism among professors and
students of Irbid University College

Abstract

The current study aimed to reveal the level of knowledge about autism
among professors and students specializing in measuring and diagnosing
autistic disorder and nursing specialization at Irbid University College in
light of the variables (sex, specialization, and contact with autistic
people through the field training course). The study adopted the
descriptive approach. The study population consisted of professors and
students specializing in measurement and diagnosis of autism disorder
and nursing at Irbid University College for the academic year (2023).
Their number is (1050) professors and students. The study sample
consisted of (525) male and female professors and students from the
study population who were selected by random method. To achieve the
objectives of the study, the researcher applied the study tool represented
by a questionnaire prepared by him on the level of knowledge about
autism. The indications of its validity and reliability were verified, and it
included (35) items distributed over four domains. (social interaction,
communication and language, behavioral pattern, and characteristics of
the disorder). The results of the study showed that the level of knowledge
about autism among teachers and students specializing in measurement
and diagnosis of autism disorder and nursing among the sample as a
whole is good. The results of the study also showed that there were no
statistically significant differences about the level of knowledge of
autism due to the effect of the gender variable. Except for the social
interaction dimension, it was in favor of females. The results also
showed that there were statistically significant differences at the
significance level (0.05>a). This is due to the effect of the specialization
variable and is for the benefit of professors and students of measurement
and diagnosis of autism disorder. The results of the study also showed
that there were statistically significant differences at the significance
level (0.05>a). About the level of knowledge of autism attributed to the
benefit of teachers and students specializing in measuring and diagnosing
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autism disorder who communicated with people with autism through the
field training course. This is in favor of the areas (social interaction,
communication and language, and behavioral pattern). While there were
no statistically significant differences in the level of knowledge about
autism among professors and students measuring and diagnosing autism
disorder due to the variable of contact with people with autism through
the field training course due to (the characteristics of the disorder).

Key words: Level of knowledge about autism, professors and students
of Irbid University College, Irbid University College.
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