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The development of Feminist Theater in Iran
Mohamed Mostafa Binaya
Department of Persian Language, Faculty of Languages and Translation, Al Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt.
E-mail : mohamedbinaya.colt@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract: In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and peace
and blessings be upon our Messenger, Muhammad (peace be upon him).
until Qajar period, women were not allowed to enjoy these performances during this
period. It was not surprising that Iranian women waged a fierce war against the
religious and cultural beliefs that shackled and burdened them. In the same vein, the
artistic movement in Iran witnessed the emergence of a group of feminists who have
contributed significantly to the development of the Iranian theatrical movement,
whether in terms of writing or acting and artistic direction, despite the many obstacles
that aimed at hindering the artistic career of Iranian women. Through literary writings
and theatrical performances, Iranian women have succeeded in highlighting these
obstacles, as well as dissecting women’s suffering and their struggle in daily life,
despite the restrictions imposed by the patriarchal society. In this study, the
researcher tries to identify the features Iranian women’s struggle on social, cultural
and religious levels, by using literary and theatrical tools, and presents an image of
the key topics that Iranian women have been concerned with presenting on the theater
stage.
Keywords: Feminist Theater, Playwriting, Feminism, Qajar Rein, The Iranian
Revolution.
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1-Hormoz Farhat, “SHIRAZ ARTS FESTIVAL,” Encyclopadia Iranica, online
edition, 2015, available at http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/shiraz-arts-festival.
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