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The Significance of the Term "I Do Not Know Him™ And Its
Derivatives in Al-Hafiz Al-Haythami's ""Majmu* Al-Zawa'id Wa
Manba" Al-Fawa'id**

An Applied Study

Mohamed Bahaa Al-Noor Abdel-Rahim Othman
Department of Fundamentals of Religion, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
studies — for boys — Cairo - Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: mohammedothman.4@azhar..edu.eg

Abstract:

Al-Hafiz Al-Haythami, may Allah have mercy on him, extensively
discussed numerous individuals and passed judgments on many chains of
transmission in his book " Majmu' al-Zawa'id wa Manba' al-Fawa'id". He
mentioned many terms of discrediting or confirming the reliability of
narrators " Al-Jarh wa’l-Ta’deel" and their terminology in narrators. The
most common term he used is the term "I did not know him". However, his
phrases need to be clarified and explained, elucidation of his intended
meanings, as well as their significance for him. Many narrators were
described by him as "I do not know him," and they were well-known, either
for reliability or weakness. This research aims to shed light on clarifying the
significance of the term "I do not know him" according to Al-Haythami, his
intended meaning, and the extent to which it aligns or disagrees with the
opinions of hadith scholars and critics in describing the narrators. Especially
since many who came after him relied on his statements and judgments on
chains of transmission without thorough investigation and verification.

In writing the research, | followed the inductive approach by examining
the narrators whom Al-Haythami described as "I do not know him,"
utilizing an analytical method. This includes presenting the opinions of
critics on these narrators, and the critical approach by comparing Al-
Haythami's statements with those of critics, and discussion and preference.
Through this research, the researcher concludes that the term "I do not
know him" in Al-Haythami's context indicates the narrator's obscurity,
either in identity or status or both.

Comparing this statement with the opinions of hadith scholars and
critics, it is found that many of those whom Al-Hafiz Al-Haythami
described as "l do not know him" are known to be reliable or considered
unreliable. Therefore, the researcher recommends a reassessment of the
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narrators described by Al-Hafiz Al-Haythami with this description,
clarifying his phrases and terminologies used in describing narrators, and
judging each narrator according to his status. Additionally, a reevaluation of
his judgments on hadiths and his comments about them is suggested.

Keywords: The term "I did not know him", Al-Hafiz Al-Haythami,
significance, applied theoretical study, Hadith Authentication, Criticism and
Commendation.
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