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Questioning oneself and existence in the short story collection
“Mansukh”
Reading in light of the theory of reception and reader response
Abstract

Persian literature has been a beacon of cultural, philosophical and
aesthetic expression for centuries and continues to have an
unquenchable lustre. Its vast tapestry of tales, poetry, and prose
enchants its recipients, given the complex texture of Iranian life and
thought. Within this diverse spectrum, very short Persian stories
occupy a unique place, offering brief but profound insights into the
complexities of Iranian society. To understand its depth and
connotations, it becomes necessary to understand the stories
themselves, as well as the way in which controversy occurs with their
readers. The theories of text reception and reader response criticism
offer visionary horizons that contribute to enhancing the value of this
exploration. This is some of what this study seeks to achieve by
contemplating some very short stories in contemporary Persian
literature, by focusing on the collection (Mansukh) / “The Ancient” by
Muhammad Janabakht as a procedural model that represents a way to
trace the characteristics of the very short Iranian story, to discover
part of the general features of this art in Iran, so this study aims to
root this art; Its origin, names, and the problem of its naturalization
and characteristics in an attempt to draw a critical map first, discover
the underlying system and law governing its artistic and formal
characteristics, and Hence the importance of this study to shed light
on the impact that the very short story had on the recipient, who
found it palatable due to its ease of reading and the fast pace of
modern life, and since this study aims to monitor the performance of
the reader’s response to the narrative in light of the theory of
reception through this collection of very short stories; To identify its
disparate components and dissolve its various similar elements and
bring them into one focus, and its effective effectiveness in
summarizing the topic and the method of dealing with it, reliance was
placed on the descriptive analytical method through the theory of
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reception and reader response. To monitor the performance of the
narrative and the reader’s response to it, the study is organized into a
preface, two axes (theoretical and applied), and a conclusion that
includes the most important results of the study as follows:extrapolate
the reader’s strategy in receiving the narrative second. The theoretical
axis includes: (the very short story in light of theory - the emergence of
the art of the very short story and the problem of naturalization - the
characteristics of the very short story and its techniques - semantic
characteristics and artistic standards).

-The applied axis includes the analysis of very short stories, each one
separately, in light of the theory of reception and reader response,
then the results of the study, and finally a list of sources and
references.

Keywords: The very short story - Reception theory - Muhammad
Janbakht.
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