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Abstract

The research objectives were to identify the social repercussions
of stigmatizing children of unknown parentage. The research relied on
the case study method and the in-depth interview method. It also
used a case study guide and an in-depth interview guide. The research
sample was a deliberate sample consisting of (20 cases). ) of children
of unknown parentage, and a case study guide was applied to them, in
addition to (10 respondents) from officials at the Social Welfare
Institution for Girls in the city of Damietta, and the Social Welfare
Institution for Boys in the city of Faraskour.

The research found that most of the children of unknown parentage
from the research sample were exposed to social stigma in its various
forms. Some were subjected to verbal stigma, others were subjected
to exclusion, and others were subjected to discrimination from others.
It was found that the social repercussions resulting from the
stigmatization of children of unknown parentage from the research
sample, whether outside or inside social care institutions. These
repercussions outside these institutions were represented by the
children’s inability to adapt easily with others around them due to
their lack of acceptance of them, stigma and contempt, and their
feeling of alienation and social isolation, while These repercussions
within social care institutions were represented by the lack of a sense
of social stability as a result of the loss of the family atmosphere and
social relations in the institution’s environment, in addition to
exaggeration in punishment, and the inability to acquire the life
experience necessary for future daily dealings. As for the psychological
repercussions, it became clear that all children of unknown parentage
from the research sample suffered from psychological problems
resulting from their stigmatization, most of which were anxiety, fear,
aggression, inferiority, and lack of self-confidence.

Keywords: Social repercussions - stigma- children of unknown
parentage
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