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Areas of agreement and difference in names and attributes
according to Sunnis and other schools of thought
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Abstract:

Names and attributes are among the most important doctrinal
issues because their content is the names and attributes of Allah,
and due to the inability of the mind to comprehend them, the
Muslims were divided in clarifying their meanings or their
interpretation, and theological and Shi‘a sects emerged and many
schools of thought emerged that dealt with these names and
attributes, and an intense disagreement occurred between these
schools, and even within the same school whether they were
Mu'tazilites, Murji'a, Kulabiyah, Ash'ari, Maturidis, Shi‘as, or
Zaidis. The later ones differed from their sheiks in most or some
of the issues, between affirming some attributes, nullifying, or
explaning, and the essential reason for that is that they favoured
reason over transcribtion and likened the Creator to the creature,
and all of them violated the methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wal-
Jama‘ah in affirming what Allah has affirmed for Himself and
denying what Allah has denied about Himself without
disruption, analogy or interpretation.

Keywords: names, attributes, Ahl Al-Sunnah, theologians,
Shi‘as.
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