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Abstract:

The Japanese Military and Interwar Authority

The 1920s are known in Japanese history as the “Liberal Decade,”
during which political parties and the Japanese parliament managed to
control political life and set domestic and foreign political orientations.
Domestically, successive Japanese governments pursued domestic
policies based on economic freedom and a shift towards manufacturing.
Externally, these governments adopted a policy of openness to the
international community participating in international conferences and
signing foreign agreements with all international powers to calm the
situation in the Far East, especially with China. The Japanese government
believed peace was the best solution, especially as it could no longer
support the large military budgets demanded by the army from the
general national budget.

Although the fact that Japanese governments during the 1930s
tried to follow the same approach, from trying to calm the situation with
international powers by accepting the invitation to participate in the
London Naval Conference to limit naval armament, then working to
reduce the general budget of the army and navy, and directing the larger
part of the budget towards manufacturing and foreign trade in peaceful

framework based on equal economic interests among all powers, this
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approach was met with strong opposition, especially from extremist
nationalist elements within the Japanese army. The proponents of this
approach worked to exclude the civilian government and political parties
from the political scene and to establish a military dictatorship that had
the right to lead Japanese society and draw the general policies of the
Japanese Empire, based on foreign expansion and military power as its
approach.

Extremist nationalist elements adopted political assassination as a
method and way to achieve their political demands. This period
witnessed many assassinations incidents of political and governmental
figures in order to impose extremist nationalist thought by force. The
uprising of 26 February 1936, is considered the most dangerous of these
incidents. Despite its political failure, the army was able to use it as a
stepping stone to reach power, exclude political parties and the party
government from the political scene, and dominate the political scene in

Japan until its defeat in World War II.

Keywords

Japan, Military Establishment, Civil Governments, Authority,
World Wars.
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