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Abstract

Interest in green discourse aftects the ideas and attitudes of people who are
involved in awareness campaigns of ecological threat. Green discourse has a
positive environmental focus as it increases people’s realization to help
climate action. Wit (2021, p. 3y identifies the discourses promoted in case
studies on climate adaptation and mitigation shared on the Urban
Sustainability Exchange (USE) platform, and how these relate to ideational
power. As the potential of cities to solve environmental challenges has
increased, there is a need to investigate the discourses which shape how
urban responses to climate change are being perceived. This paper is
concerned with green digital beneficial discourse in the ecological context,
i.e. “Greening Gray Beirut” as one of the Technology, Entertainment and
Design (TED) talks addressed by Dima Boulad in 2015. Dima is the founder
of Beirut Green Project, a group with a mission of reconnecting Beirut’s
citizens and visitors to the city’s green space. This talk was given at TEDx
event using the TED conference format, but independently organized by a
local community. The method of analysis adopted in this paper is an eco-
critical perspective approach, based on Arran Stibbe’s (2015) eco-linguistics
framework. According to Stibbe, eco-linguistics analyzes language with a
view to revealing the stories we live by, “the mental models that influence
behavior and lie at the heart of ecological challenges” (2015, p. 2y. The
paper is a descriptive qualitative analysis, investigating the techniques of
Stibbe’s eco-linguistics methodology and their role in revealing the
dominant ecological ideologies inherent in Dima’s talk. The results reveal
that the talk mostly tends to be beneficial and positive to enhance Beirut
citizens awareness of the green spaces in their city.

Keywords: Ecology of language, green discourse, digital discourse, TED

talks, beneficial discourse, Stibbe’s eco-linguistics techniques
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1. Introduction

According to Wu 2018y “Language exists only in the minds
of its users, and it only functions in relating these users to one
another and to nature, or in other words, their social and natural
environment” (p. 646y. As a founder of Beirut Green Project, (a
group with a mission of reconnecting Beirut’s citizens and visitors
to the cities green spacesy Dima Boulad was invited to give a talk
in one of the TED conferences. “Nothing is to stop us from
reclaiming our city’s green spaces’ public gardens are a right, not
a privilege. And in cities like Beirut, we need them today more
than ever.” These words which are attached to the video of
Dima’s TED talk reveal the stories included in the propositions of
the talk. They are the stories we live by as Stibbe 2015y has
called, based on Lakoft and Johnson’s (1980y Metaphors We Live
By. This video has been influential to the degree that it has
received 5.3k viewers since it was initially broadcast. The
Internet is an outlet where massive numbers of persons can
communicate and interact with each other through different
social media such as Facebook, Twitter, YouTube etc. Jones et
al, 2015y. This paper tackles online communication, by analyzing
Dima Boulad’s TED talk on Greening Gray Beirut to enhance
people’s awareness and recognition to increase the amount of
green spaces, and reduce the gray spaces which is a dangerous

environmental crisis.
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The link between ecology and language is shown in how
humans treat each other and how they treat the natural world.
Stibbe (2015, p.2y states that our natural world “is influenced by
our thoughts, concepts, ideas, ideologies and worldviews, and
these in turn are shaped through language”. Only an act of
“language can give us the ability to see and to create a new
human condition, where we now only see barbarianism and
violence” (Berardi, 2012, P.157). Eco-linguistics is simply the use
of techniques of linguistic analysis to reveal the stories-we-live-
by, opening them up to questions and challenges from an
ecological perspective.

There has been important work in Critical Discourse
Analysis which exposes the role of language in promoting racism,
sexism and oppressive power relations (e.g., van Dik 2008;
Fairclough 2014y, and in cognitive linguistics, which examines
both the general ‘metaphors we live by’ (Lakoff and Johnson
1980y and the cognitive frames that play such an important role in
political life (Lakoft 2004y. While these theories and frameworks
tended in the past to focus exclusively on human relations with
other humans, they can also be adapted and applied to wider
ecological issues, as more recent studies have increasingly started
to demonstrate (e.g., Alexander 2009; Nerlich 2010; Larson
2011; Milstein and Dickinson 2012y, Arran Stibbe has combined
all the previous theories in his eco-linguistic framework in his

book (2015y Eco-Linguistics: Language, Ecology and the Stories
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We Live By. The present study attempts to explore beneficial
discourses, 1.e. discourses which preserve the conditions of life
that work with the principles of the ecosophy (ecological
philosophy). Ecosophy in one word is Living as explained by
Stibbe (2015, pp.14-15), he lists the principles of ecosophy as:
Valuing living, Wellbeing, Now and the future, Care,
Environmental limits, Social justice, and Resilience. The
ecosophy draws from deep ecology in being ecocentric (giving
consideration to other species as well as humans).
1.1. Aim and Significance

The objective of this study stems from the fact that green
spaces are crucial to the ecosystem, and it is important to enhance
the awareness of societies towards this issue. This can be attained
through language, by deploying the ideational power of the
discourse (the capacity of actors whether individual or collective)
to influence other actors normative and cognitive beliefs through
the use of ideational elements. Carstensen and Schmidt (2016,
state that “these elements include discourse, practices, symbols,
myths, narratives, stories, frames and norms” (p. 320y. The
objective of the paper agrees with the ecosophy of eco-linguistics
which advocates sustainability and harmony among all living
beings and nature. The study aims to show the cognitive
persuasive eftect of Dima’s TED talk to promote harmony
between Lebanese citizens and their environment by deploying

the i1deational power of the discourse. More specifically, it aims to
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show how linguistic features come together to form particular

worldviews, ideologies and cultural codes. The stories in Dima’s

talk are cognitive structures created in the minds of multiple

individuals in a particular socio-cultural context, i.e., Greening

Gray Beirut.

1.2. Research questions

1.3.

1- What are the types of stories created in Dima’s TED talk,

and which type is the most illustrative?
2- To what extent is digital discourse beneficial in handling

ecological issues?
3- How are the discourse tools and techniques employed in
Dima’s talk reveal the stories we live by in green discourse
campaigns?
Methodology

The method of analysis adopted in this study is an
eclectic eco-critical perspective approach, which is based on
Arran Stibbe’s (2015y eco-linguistics framework. It is eclectic
in the sense that Stibbe has compiled critical discourse analysis,
cognitive  semantics, cognitive pragmatics, functional
linguistics, appraisal, and multimodal theories in one
framework to analyze ecology discourse. There are useful
linguistic and cognitive theories available for analysing the
stories we live by. Stibbe (2015 states that:

There 1s critical discourse analysis for analysing

ideologies, cognitive science for framing metaphors,
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and theories of facticity, appraisal, identity and
salience for the other kinds of story. All of these
theories can be used to examine the language that
surrounds us in everyday life, notice patterns in that
language, and discover clues to underlying stories.

P.16y
Stibbe has illustrated that Eco-linguistics analyzes language
with a view of revealing the stories we live by, “the mental
models that influence behavior and lie at the heart of
ecological challenges” (2015, p. 2y. Klaver illustrates that “a
practical and ethical approach to language ecology by Stibbe
provides concrete methods to judge the ecological stance of
texts by identifying its linguistic features which cluster to form
ecological stories” (2018: 2y. Thus, the stories created in
Dima’s talk Greening Gray Beirut are explored by analyzing
the linguistic peculiarities of the TED talk. The analysis is a
descriptive qualitative one, which utilizes data including
extracts from Dima Boulad talk in Arabic with their English
subtitling (the analyzed examples are explained in Arabic
and/or English due to: First, the universality of the
environmental issues in the talk as greening cities is a crucial
global problem. Second, while the talk is given in Arabic,
English translation is given at the same time in TED
conference.). The analysis includes verbal and wvisual

description of the extracts selected from the video so as to get
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an integrated picture of the eco-linguistic discourse strategies

used by the speaker.

1.4. Data

Dima Boulad’s TED talk entitled: Greening Gray Beirut
which was presented in September 2014 has been selected for the
data analyzed in this paper. The analysis depends both on the
video retrieved from Youtube.com/watchTEDxtalk and the
script of the talk from Amara platform (see appendix). The talk is
divided by the researcher into eighty-five propositions, each of
which contains a complete thought concerning the issue
discussed.

To make it easy for investigating the types of stories
suggested in Stibbi’s framework, the talk is divided into extracts,
each of which is given a number. Some propositions contain
more than one story and more than one linguistic technique.
Dima Boulad is one of the Lebanese designers who has a strong
passion and love for art, positive social changes and multimedia.
She completed her studies in the American university in Beirut in
the field of Graphic design. She is the co-founder of the green
project in Beirut to provide more green spaces in public places
instead of dark and gray nature. This group project is concerned

with grouping Beirut’s citizens and city visitors for the green
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spaces to save those little green ones and help in creating more

spaces.

1.5. TED Talks

TED talks are influential videos presented by speakers on
educational, promotional and social awareness campaigns. They
are presented in a short form known as: Technology,
Entertainment and Design, TED, a non-profit, non-commercial
organization initiated in 1984, aims at publishing various ideas
related to specific fields of Technology, Entertainment and
Design in the form of 18-mintues-Talks with powerful and
attracting 1ideas in the selected fields. As an international
organization, it groups difterent people around the world in order
to spread powerful ideas and thoughts (TED.com.

The first TED Conference was held in 1984 in Monterey in
California under the supervision and observation of the
cofounder Richard Saul Wurman Brunello, 2019, p. 60).
Wurman was hopeful to hold one TED Conference annually,
with the participation of those innovators in the fields of
Technology, Entertainment and Design to recall the recent
discoveries accomplished by those leaders and to talk about the
world and its promising future (Bulantova, 2020, p. 18). Despite
the fact that Wurman did not achieve any profits or success from
his first TED Conference, he deeply thought of the impact that
the first TED Conference left on the audience and the people’s
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long debates about the conference that was the spark for Wurman
to prepare for the second TED Conference in 1990 (Tosatto,
2019, pp. 45-46y. The second TED Conference achieved the
desired goal and profit that enabled Wurman to organize the
succeeding conferences.

The idea of 18-minutes-long talks is concerned with
neuroscience principles that 18 minutes are enough for a speaker
to present an idea, and for the audience to realize this idea
Bulantova, 2020; Samayoa, 2017y. Wurman organized TED
Conferences till Chris Anderson, the British entrepreneur who
was the leader of Hobby-Magazine publishing company, decided
to buy and direct TED Conferences in 2001 (Samayoa, 2017, p.
50y. Anderson widened the domain of TED conferences in order
to be globally accessible by presenting various events and
initiatives outside the United States as TED Global, podcast series
that are accessible online as TED Talks, and independently
established events as TEDx (Bulantova, 2020; Tosatto, 2019).
Thus, these online talks are comprehended by people throughout
the whole world in different languages. Consequently, TED
established a program for TED Translation, including various
volunteer translators for the task of subtitling the talks in
hundreds of languages (Tosatto, 2019, p 46).

1.6. Amara Platform
Amara platform is a free platform for subtitling TED Talks in

which volunteer translators can join after the signing up to the
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platform. It is not only a platform for subtitling TED, but also for
other products even on YouTube Bulantovd, 2020, p. 22y. A
translator can sign up to translate a specific talk freely on Amara
platform and as a result, he joins TED team translators without
any evaluation or tests (Tosatto, 2019, p. 51). The volunteer
translators should be fluent in both the source and target
languages and to follow the requirements and guidelines of TED
Bulantova, 2020, p. 21y. The steps for subtitling any audiovisual
product or a TED Talk involves preparing a script for the talk,
dividing the written script into suitable captions to fit the spatial
and temporal constraints, translating the written -captions,
adjusting them to the original audiovisual product, and finally
insert the synchronization between the written captions and the
source dialogue. Such TED Talks are accompanied with a
written transcript prepared by another volunteer and the
translator starts subtitling the talk within the online editor (p.22).
The online editor is designed to apprise the subtitler in case of
exceeding the limit of characters per line and per second which is
limited to 21 characters within only one second and 42 characters
per line as a maximum (Brunello, 2019, pp. 61-62). Each
volunteer translator on Amara platform is assigned to limited
number of tasks, five tasks, and each task should be completed
within 30 days as utmost limit (Tosatto, 2019, p. 51).

1.7. Summary of the talk
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Boulad’s talk reveals the dangerous state of climate change in
Beirut, which is reflected in the deficiency of green spaces and
the increase of gray spaces. Each individual has enjoyed 0.8
square meters of green spaces in Beirut which is considered a very
little space in the volume of a chair. Boulad has shown, that
according to the World Health Organization, this is a little space
for a person to enjoy the right of fresh healthy weather. She has
continued that in order for a city to be in a fine health, it should
have at least nine square meters of green spaces per person. She
has discovered the critical state of her country when she was in
Paris while completing her studies. When she came back to her
country, she compared between the two countries. She has
indicated the importance of the green spaces for the individual’s
thinking, behaviors and feelings. Boulad and her friends have
decided to design signs and slogans in the streets, as for instance;
‘Enjoy your green space’. These signs have been placed in
different locations in Beirut to emphasize the importance of the
green spaces. Boulad and her group have designed a map of the
24 green spaces in Beirut, so that any citizen can go to the
website and visualize the green spaces and obtain the information
s/he needs about these green spaces. Boulad has motivated the
citizens and individuals in Beirut to call their rights in possessing
green spaces in order to enjoy the greenery, thus enjoying a
happy life.

1.8. Digital Discourse
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Human communication is multimodal by nature (Norris
2004y but digital technologies are multimodal by combining
writing, images, sounds, and other semiotic modes. Thus, we
should place “the concepts of multimodality as central to current
research on language and digital media” (Georgakopoulou &
Spilioti, 2016, p. 3y. Language and social media researchers seem
to agree on the centrality of the social processes of self-
presentation and relational management when communicating in
online environments. Thus, a significant number of studies
focuses on media practices that aim to construct who we are and
how we relate to others (e.g. Bolander & Locher, 2015; Bou-
Franch & Garcés-Conejos Blitvich, 2014a, 2014b; Tagg &
Seargeant, 2014, 2016.

Social media create new spaces for online identity
performances and negotiations, and the study of the processes
behind the “formation of new forms of social organization and
social interaction” (Castells 2000, p. 693y needs to pay special
attention to the role played by the social and technological
affordances (Herring 2007y. The availability of multiple semiotic
modes for identity construction, alongside users’ agentive choices
to employ certain resources, are issues that affect identity
construction and negotiation (Blitvich and Bou-Franch, 2018,

For Thurlow (2017ay, a critical perspective on digital practices
within the field of critical discourse analysis should examine the

ways in which micro-level practices construct social worlds and
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how macro-level structures and ideologies shape our
communicative practices, i.e. how texts and the worlds are
mutually shaping/shaped (byy each other. Indeed, we agree on the
need to fruitful interconnections between digital discourse and
critical discourse analysis.

The field of digital discourse analysis, variously called
computer-mediated discourse, new media sociolinguistics or
language and digital communication, has been discussed in terms
of three waves.

Studies within the first wave contained mainly descriptive
linguistic approaches and were carried out in the 1990s, the
2000s. The second wave saw the consolidation of computer-
mediated discourse studies which brought into the picture
socially-oriented language researchers concerned with linguistic
variability, social diversity, issues of identity and community
formation and maintenance. The third wave is a collection of
studies more specifically, concerned with the study of digital
social  practices  (Georgakopoulou, 2006; Herring &
Androutsopoulos, 2015.
1.9. Green Discourse

Yuniawan, et al (2017 state that lingual units in green
discourse affect the sense and logic of people who are involved in
the discourse including, writers and readers or speakers and

listeners. They argued that:
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If green discourse is constructive, then their attitude
and actions to the environment are constructive.
Conversely, if green discourse is more destructive and
exploitative, then their attitudes and actions towards
the environment will also be affected towards
destruction and exploitation (p. 291).

The environmental discourse with all its manifestations (oral
text, written text, images and internety is called green-speak.
Green discourse is constructed for certain purposes; it is used for
campaign of socialization of environmental conservation and for
criticism of the elements who play a role in environmental
damage. Green discourse, or it can be called the environmental
discourse. It is often found in everyday life, in print media such as
newspapers and magazines, and in electronic media such as radio,
television and internet.

1.10. Beneficial Discourse

Stibbe 2015y states that beneficial discourse conveys
ideologies which encourage people to protect the systems that
support life. The purpose for analysing beneficial discourses is to
promote ecologically beneficial behaviours which value the lives
and wellbeing of humans and other species (p. 30y. The term
Positive Discourse Analysis is introduced by Martin (2004 for the
analysis of useful discourses. Goatly (2000y examines a destructive
discourse in comparison with a beneficial one, contrasting the

discourse of newspapers with romantic poetry as one of the first
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eco-linguistic studies. The study concludes that the natural
world’s view of Wordsworth presents a better model for our
survival than the one represented by The Times. “To survive we
had better take note of Wordsworth ... rethink and respeak our
participation in nature before it rethinks or rejects our
participation in it (Goatly,2000, p. 301y. Thus, Dima’s talk is
promoting, aiming at the wellbeing of Beirut as a green society
restoring its natural green gardens.
2. Theoretical Framework

Stories We Live By is based on Lakoft and Johnson’s (1980,
Metaphors We Live By, which “gave a radically new perspective
on the role of metaphors in our lives (Stibbe, 2015, p. 185). In
their book, they Wrote “the concepts that govern our thought
are not just matters of the intellect. Our concepts structures what
we perceive, how we get around in the world and how we relate
to other people. Our conceptual system thus plays a central role
in defining our everyday realities” (Lakoff and Johnson,1980, p.
3y. It is stated as the core of social representation theory by
Rateau et al (2012 that a range of ideas, attitudes, perceptions,
evaluations and beliefs exist, in addition to metaphors that form
the thoughts of multiple individuals in social group.

The core of Stibbe’s model lies in the existence of eight types
of stories: ideologies, framings, metaphors, evaluations, identities,
convictions, erasure, and salience. Ideologies are stories shared by

specific groups. The ideologies reveal themselves through

81



ve G9SIY Qlasll Byme gt 98 Joui 1 Al gy s

discourses, which are characteristic forms of language used by
groups or institutions. Framings are stories about a specific area of
life that make use of small packets of general knowledge called
frames. Metaphors are a type of framing which can be particularly
powerful and vivid since they use a specific, concrete and clearly
distinct frame to think about an area of life. Evaluations mean
stories in people’s minds about whether a particular area of life is
good or bad. Cognitive evaluations do not involve a careful
weighing up of evidence about whether something is good or
bad, but are associations that people have in memory. He
proposes three dimensions to his model: Stories are the cognitive
structure in people’s mind; the stories we live by are shared across
large numbers of people; and linguistic manifestations are the
patterns of language that arise from the underling stories.
Identities are stories about who we are as people, particularly
about the groups that we belong to, and the place of those groups
in society. Convictions refer to stories in our minds about
whether a particular description of reality is true, likely, unlikely
or false. Convictions are not about whether something 1is
objectively true, but whether we believe it to be so, and the
degree of certainty that we have about this belief. Erasure is
where stories in people’s minds treat something as unimportant,
marginal, irrelevant or inconsequential. Salience is where stories
in the mind represent something prominently, as important and

worthy of consideration. Eco-linguistics itself can be considered
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an attempt to increase the salience of the more-than-human
world within a mainstream linguistics which tends to focus on the
role of language in human interaction without considering the
larger ecological context. The eight forms that stories take
according to Stibbe (2015y are summarized in Table 1.

Table 1. Eight forms that stories take, and their linguistic
manifestations as presented in Stibbe (2015: 17,

Form of the story Manifestations in language =
(cognitive, i.e. in people’s devices and linguistic
minds) techniques

Ideology: discourses, 1.e. clusters of

a story of how the world is and | linguistic

should be which is shared by | features characteristically used
members of the group. by

the group

Framing: a story that uses a
frame (a packet of
knowledge about an area of trigger words which bring a

lifey to frame to mind

structure another area of life

Metaphor: a story that uses a | trigger words which bring a
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frame to structure
a distinct and clearly different

area of life

specific and distinct frame to

mind

Evaluation: a story about
whether an area of

lite is good or bad.

appraisal patterns; patterns of
language which represent an
area of life positively or

negatively

Identity: a story about what it
means to be

a particular kind of person

forms of language which define
the characteristics of certain

kinds of people

Conviction: a story about
whether a particular
description of the world 1s

true, uncertain or false

facticity patterns; patterns of
linguistic features which
represent descriptions of the
world as true,

uncertain or false

Erasure: a story that an area of
life 1s Unimportant or

unworthy of consideration

patterns of language which fail
to represent a particular area of

life at all, or distort it

Salience: a story that an area

patterns of language which give
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of life is important and worthy | prominence to an area of life

2.1. Eco-linguistics
Eco-linguistics is obviously the combination of ecology and
linguistics, two disciplines which appear to be unconnected at
first. Stibbe (2014 points out that “the disconnection occurs only
it ecology— the study of the relationship of organisms with each
other and the physical environment— fails to include human
beings as organisms” (p.1y. It explores the general “patterns of
language that influence how people both think about, and treat
the world” (Stibbe, 2015a, p. 1). One of the objectives of eco-
linguistic analysis is to show how linguistic features come
together to form particular worldviews or cultural codes, the sets
of “shared values, norms, ethos and social beliefs” which reflect
the community’s common sense (Gavriely-Nuri, 2012, p. 80).
Van Dyk (1993, p. 249, stated that eco-linguistics 1s concerned
with how powerful groups convey ideologies that oppress other
groups, including animals, current generations of humans who
are suffering from pollution, and future generations of humans
who will find it harder to meet their needs.
An inclusive view would be that ecology consists of the
relationships of humans with other humans, other organisms, and
the physical environment. Language, then, is relevant to the

extent that it plays a part in how humans link to each other, to
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other organisms and to the environment. Language can, to a
certain extent, influence the way we think about the world,
which in turn affects how we act, hence language can inspire us
to protect or destroy the ecosystems that life depends on. In this
sense, eco-linguistics 1s about critiquing forms of language that
encourage ecologically destructive behavior or lead to ecological
destruction and helping to look for those which encourage
relationships of care and respect for the natural world or inspire
people to protect the environment.

Alexander and Stibbe (2014 point out if we define linguistics
simply as ‘the study of language”, we end up with defining eco-
linguistics as “the study of the impact of language on the life-
sustaining relationships among humans, other organisms and the
physical environment. It is normatively orientated towards
preserving relationships which sustain life” (p.7y. In other words,
eco-linguistics is concerned with how language participate in
forming, maintaining, influencing or destroying relationships
between humans, other life forms and the environment.

3. Related studies

This section gives a review of some literature on eco-
linguistics discourses according to the operational definition
relevant to this study. Many researchers have approached the field
of eco-linguistics, tackling various environmental texts from

different perspectives. The tools and topics of their studies have
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been diftferent from the ones used in this study. Examples are
given to survey what has been written in eco-linguistics studies

Hasan 2015y investigates climate change and the risk
messages of the environment in online newspapers. His aim has
been to comprehend how journalists use pictures to create
meaning of environmental risks. He has examined nine news
samples with pictures from two online newspapers in Malaysia
and Germany. He has adopted Kress & van Leeuwen's (2001,
visual social semiotics, namely the interpersonal meta-function.
He has found out, that a few number of stories are related to
climate change risk. Both Malaysian and German journalists
employ similar signs to depict climate change, Malaysian
journalists exposed this risk as threat and danger, whereas German
journalists depict it as a choice.

Wang et al.,, 2019y use Systemic-Functional linguistics to
analyze the United Nation's general-secretary’s remarks on
climate change, and reveal the ecological ideologies from the
perspective of Eco-linguistics. They conclude that the mental
processes are the most dominant in the speech, followed by the
relational processes. Through the use of the processes, it becomes
clear that human behavior is responsible for environmental
problems. The speaker has appealed to the people to come
together and take action through the use of material processes.

Hamed 2020y analyzes thirteen examples of digital discourses

having an ecological concern about the harms of single-use

87



ve SASIY lasll Byae g (S5 Jebows 1 Al gy i

plastic from an eco-critical perspective. Her study has approached
four Facebook pages that have an environmental focus directed
against single-use plastic products. She has used a multimodal
analysis to suite the verbal and visual modes of communication in
these pages. She concludes that both verbal and visual metaphors
addressed logical thinking, so that people may be motivated to
use eco-friendly material in place of plastics.

In another study, Larouz and Mliless 2018y follow an
educational approach to eco-linguistics by analyzing fourteen
environmental texts. The results show that agency, euphemism
and passive voice have a negative effect on the students’
perception of the ecological issues. The study concluded that
these techniques were frequently used in the analyzed texts,
meaning that there was no responsibility towards environmental
destruction. Thus, students are not being aware of the
environmental problems.

Stibbe 2001y conducts a study describing how language in the
animal industry texts has a contribution to the exploitation of
animals. Conducting a critical discourse analysis of the texts, he
has found that, at the lexical level, people disregard and misuse
animals. The lexical items used in representing animals are
different from those used with humans. For example, slaughtered
1s attached to animals but murdered is used with humans. Most of
the idioms associated with animals demean them. Thus, his aim is

to raise people’s awareness towards animals’ suftering, and he is
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against the misuse of animals for the sake of profits advantage,
because this has a negative eftect on the ecological balance.

Hameed’s (2021 study aims at examining how animals are
linguistically shown in the Quranic discourse by using the theory
of frames. The study aftirms that the Holy Quran estimates and
values other creatures’ significance, and encourages us to respect
other non-human living beings. It is maintained that, animals are
represented in the Holy Quran as beings, created for different
purposes to create the ecological balance of the world.

Thus, many studies tackle environmental texts from difterent
perspectives but none has tackled environmental texts integrating
the eight types of Stibbe’s framework to TED talks as digital
green discourse. Dima Boulad’s video on Greening Gray Beirut
addresses the two modes of communication, i.e., the logical and
the emotional, and thus, this eco-themed talk has been examined
from verbal and visual cognitive approach.

4. Analysis and Discussion

As it has been mentioned above, Stibbe’s 2015y framework
of eco-linguistics is adopted as the model of analysis in this paper.
To be remembered, Stibbe has taken Lakoft and Johnson’s ideas
of metaphors we live by, extending them to the more general
stories we live by. His framework includes: ideologies, frames,
metaphors, evaluations, identities, convictions, erasures and
salience. All of these types can be illustrated in discourses through

the two moods of communications; the logical mood and the
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emotional one. The eight stories in Dima’s TED talk share some
themes which are explored through the discourse tools and
techniques employed in depicting Beirut city now and then; it is
supposed that Beirut is a symbol for many cities in the world.
Figure 1 represents the model of analysis in this paper; it presents
the series of the stories we live by. Outside the hexagons, the
core of the model (the stories of the talky appears at the top on the
right; ideologies as the main story and the heart of the model
appears outside the hexagons in the middle on the left. Inside the
hexagons, the other types of stories appear as the arteries and
veins of the heart.

Figure 1. The model of analysis used in this study

Types of
Metaphors storiesin
Dima's talk

Ideologies

Salience

Erasures
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The analysis tries to find out the peculiarities of the talk as
features of the language of TED discourse which arise from its
cognitive structure techniques. The interest in the talk is as Stibbe
has put it is composed of three dimensions: the stories (the
cognitive structures in people’s mind, i.e. greening gray Beiruty;
stories we live by (which are shared across the minds of large
number of people, 1.e. Dima with her colleague in the campaign,
the audience in the event of the TED conference, as well as the
viewers of the video on Youtube); and the linguistic
manifestations (which are the patterns of the language underlying
the storiesy. After watching the video and reading the talk, it has
been found that dividing the talk into extracts accompanied with
numbers, could make it easier to denote to them in the analysis.
The community of this talk consists of the addresser (Dima
Boulady; the audience who are attending at the place of the
event, and the place itself with its greenery decorated and
background to suit the topic of the talk.

4.1. Ideologies

Ideologies are revealed in the talk as the main story, i.e.
Greening Gray Beirut, connecting the other stories in one frame
which is presented in the manner of Dima’s mastering of both
logical and emotional moods, the audience responses, as well as
the visual elements in the video. As stated by Kress (2010, p.
110y, “discourses construct meaning about the world from an

institutional position and meaning resources are available in
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society to make sense of the world social and nature”. The stories
that underlie discourses, in Stibbe’s framework, which are
referred as the term ‘ideology’, are defined as: “Ideologies are
beliet systems about how the world was, 1s, will be or should be
which are shared by members of particular groups in society” (p.
23y. As van Dijk (2011, p. 382y puts it, ideologies are “a form of
social cognition, that is beliefs shared by and distributed over (the
minds ofy group members”.

The stories are conveyed through the choice of lexical items,
grammatical constructs and other linguistic features that are
standardly used by a particular group. ideologies in this TED talk
actively encourage people in Beitut to protect the systems that
support life. Dima’s talk is a positive discourse, Martin (2004
used the term positive discourse analysis for the analysis of
beneficial discourses, because the aim 1s promoting the discourse
not resisting it. Thus, the talk analyzed in this paper is helpful and
beneficial according to Stibbe’s definition “The term Positive
Discourse Analysis is helpful in emphasising the importance of
the search for beneficial discourses which are useful in facing
contemporary challenges”. (p. 31)

The features of interest include (as explained by Stibbe, p. 34)
vocabulary (e.g. connotations of words, pronoun use, modals
such as ‘might’ or ‘must’y, relationships between words (e.g.
synonymy, antonymy oOr hyponymy) , grammatical structures

(e.g. active vs passive, nominalisationy, transitivity (the
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arrangement of processes and participants in a clause),
assumptions and presuppositions embedded in clauses,2
relationships between clauses (e.g. reason, consequence,
purposey, how events are represented (e.g. abstractly or
concretelyy, and how participants are represented (e.g. as
individuals or figures of speech (e.g. irony, metaphor,
metonymy).

In Dima’s talk, the ideology i1s conveyed through vocabulary and
lexical choices: green, spaces, garden, grass, park, gray and their
collocates: green spaces, green grass, green garden. (see
appendix), deixis of time, place, and tense aspect which evoke
enhancing the awareness of the Lebanese people to the
environmental change in their cities. The campaign’s purpose is
to change gray into green, which is clear in the title of the talk,
Greening 1n 1its different grammatical forms, including nouns,
verbs, and adjectives as follows:

14 -That Beirut wasn't like that. 15 . iSs S5 4 @y O,

15 —Beirut was green, it had green spaces. — ¢l o Sllus b O

16-1t was green like that, and it's turning gray like that. 1iKs
Dy JS20 1 Ly S

17 —WEtripping Beirut from its green spaces. Jyaz a5 4

st Blolus o gy - -

In the above examples, the word green .z is frequently

used in the talk more than the word gray, but even when gray is
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not uttered, it is understood by using deixis, as in extract 14, that
at the end of the clause has the connotation of gray. The use of
the past tense in extract 14,15, and 16, Beirut wasn't, with the use
of negative encodes the aspect of a complete change in Beirut’s
green spaces to gray, it also denotes sad emotion as a result of this
change. The two lexical items, green and gray are evocative in
Dima’s talk, they are connected to the other types of stories and
they are represented verbally and visually, this is clarified in the
next parts of the analysis. In extract 17, The use of progressive
present tense, are stripping ,~» 1s a threat, she is warning the
citizens that graying Beirut is extended to include huge spaces. It
denotes the ongoing of stripping Beirut from its green spaces,
Dima Boulad reveals the dangerous state of Beirut due to the
increase of gray spaces and the lack of green ones. Table 2 shows
frequency of green, garden, space and gray in the eighty-five
extracts of Dima’s talk.

Table 2. Frequency of green, garden, spaces and gray in

Dima’s talk

Frequency
green | % garden | % Green | % gray | %
space
Total extracts | 19 22.35 10 11.76 21 247 |3 3.53
number: 85

[t 1s noted that green and green space have high frequency in

the talk, then garden too has high frequency to explain the
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benefits of greening Beirut. Gray has the lowest frequency as it is
the color which needs to be vanished and replaced by green.
Modals in the talk contribute to the ideologies of the campaign,
they express the speaker’s belief and attitude. Modality can be
expressed through a variety of grammatical categories: modal
auxiliary verbs (for example, should, must, can, would), nouns
(possibility, necessity, probability, requirement), adjectives
(possible, necessary, probable), as well as other means. Modals
which are about rules, right and wrong, obligations, and so forth
are known as deontic modals.
18- I felt I had to do something.
Loobpldl e st o

Modality in the above extract is deontic; it explains Dima’s state

of mind that it is her duty to take an action towards the gray
condition in Beirut. Extract 13 illustrates the reason which urges
Dima to take action: I felt frustrated, suffocated. I felt something
Was WIong. : bl i & dls 0ly (zlepVly geall opns
When she came back from Paris with its greenery spaces, she

felt frustrated, suffocated because of the gray spaces she found in
Beirut compared to Paris. In extract 38: But we shouldn't forget
that before the electricity is provided for us, public green spaces

are a necessity. Yes! A necessity,

i) Ol OF s Y OF Lke LS Ll L) ey OF Ly il s ¥ OF e SO
o ol 5y, sl
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epistemic modal shouldn’t involves reference to the facts she
knew about her country, and necessity is repeated to show that
green spaces are indicative and assertive. (see appendix for more
modals, extracts: 48,49 51,84 85, and some others.

Transitivity is one of the crucial tools for reflecting ideology
in discourse; it is the arrangement of processes and participants in
a clause. The system of transitivity carries "the main responsibility
for representing the events and situations to which the text refers
(Fowler, 1991, p. 198). Transitivity concerns types of processes
and participants that are represented in the clauses. Halliday
2004y identifies a number of processes including material
processes, which are physical actions in the world; mental
processes, which involve thinking or sensing, and verbal
processes which are processes of speaking, writing or
communicating. Depending on the process, there are difterent
participants involved: for example, a material process involves an
Actor (who i1s the one doing something)y and the Aftected (the
one having something done to them). For mental processes there
is the Senser (the one thinking, feeling or perceiving) and the
Phenomenon (what they are perceiving).

Transitivity is useful in indicating the ideologies in Dima’s
talk, the three processes are manipulated to tell the story of
greening gray Beirut. Concerning material process which is the
process of doing physical actions, Dima and the campaign’s

members took many material actions to inspire the process of
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greening Beirute. This is clear in the use of active material verbs
with their different moods and aspects which narrate the story;
moved, drinking, eating, designed, sorted, walking, worked,
take, took taking etc. (See appendix, extracts:10, 12 25, 27, 51,
59 for complete clauses and other material processesy. For mental
processes which include cognitive meanings, there are also many
in the talk denoting the importance of the issue of the
environmental change in Beirut; remember, enjoy, see, tell, felt,
frustrated, confused, told, wished, believed, think etc., extracts:
1,4,8,9,13,28,35 see appendix)y. All mental processes in Dima’s
talk reveal that the talk is constructive, and the communicators’
attitude and actions to this environmental event are constructive.
Verbal process refers to activities related to information
that includes saying, asking, commanding and offering which 1is
used in the talk. Dima asked the audience a lot of questions to
enhance their environmental awareness. Exract 8: How much
less we are....... , 43: How well do we really know Beirut, and
47. Why do we feel this.....

These questions are intended by Dima to engage the audience

, as well as others ( 53, 54,56 etc.).
with her campaign, urging them to participate actively and
positively in the event of greening Beirute. There are other
processes in this talk, behavior process, reflecting the positive and
negative responses of the participants towards this issue.
Transitivity can be thoroughly applied to this talk in a separate

paper. Thus, ideologies are manipulated in discourse through
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different linguistic features, some of them are tackled in analysing

the talk to prove its persuasive power. Figure 2. Shows how

visual mood is manipulated with the verbal mood when Dima is

explaining and showing the audience how a campaign’s member

designed signs that look like the street municipality signs: "Enjoy

your green space’.

22-we wentto a

carpenter and
asked him to
make wooden
stands for us.

Figure 2. material process sample from the talk

23 -We called to

Bekaa and
ordered some
grass.

and put the
stands over the
grass

4.2. Framing and Metaphor

25-We sorted all
our things in the
car, and woke up
at 4 a.m. that day
to put these
interventions in
nine locations
around Beirut.

In stibbe’s framework framing and metaphors are

llustrated as divergent stories. However, in this paper,

framing and metaphor are analyzed in one section as they are

related to each other. Framing is defined as “stories about a
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specific area of life that make use of small packets of general
knowledge called frames” (stibbe, 2015, p. 186y. He has
framed climate change as an environmental issue. According
to him, metaphor is a type of framing which can be powerful
and vivid because, in metaphors, we use a specific, concrete
and clearly distinct frame to think about and acquire an area
of life. He has explained this notion by giving some examples
. 186): “climate change is a time bomb”, “climate change is
a rollercoaster”, and “climate change is an angry beast”.

In Dima’s talk, metaphors are used to show the threat of
changing Beirut to gray, and to convince the audience to
share her to find a solution. Extract 7, 10, 17, 73, and 85 are
examples, the talk has many framings and metaphors that can be
included in a separate paper:

7- for a city to be healthy, it needs to have a minimum of 9

square meters of green space

Appe el Y1 e L Bl OF (£ 30 oy Lo s 0S5 5~
10-While I was there, I fell in love
with the greenery.

skl Sl Ll ol 3 by (s S sy

17-We are stripping Beirut from its green spaces. sz psii oo

;\f,'a_';-\ Lgb-\.u«ﬁ ol C)}ﬁ.}

73- to rehabilitate our bl o sy ~Slob Osesh

gardens.

85- This is how we will be really helping Beirut
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The trigger words and phrases, ““healthy, needs, spaces, 9 square
meters of green space, fell in love with, greenery, stripping,
gather around the concept, the right, looking at our city,
rehabilitate, and helping Beiruf’ in the above metaphors are
mapped out on the target domain of an ideal, healthy Beirut)
which 1is associated with the source frame of green city build.
With these words, the audience’s awareness is arisen, and
consequently they are expected to rush to restore the old
beautiful story as a reaction to this campaign, "Beirut is
Wonderfil," =3 <" 1in Dima’s words. Beirut is depicted as
someone who is ill and needs rehabilitation and care to get back
his health; the concept of the right is the one who helps Beirut;
so, people are gathering around him, and greenery spaces in Paris
1s 2 man whom Dima fell in love with etc.

In Stibbe’s words “frame is a story about an area of life that
is brought to mind by particular trigger words. Framing is the use
of a story from one area of life (a frame) to structure how another
area of life is conceptualised” (p. 47). Thus, the stories created in
the above metaphors (concerning Beirut which has become gray
city due to the narrowness of the green space for each Lebanese
citizen “0.8square meters, the amount of green space which each
one of us in Beirut enjoys” are described by frame theorists as
‘packages of knowledge, beliefs, and patterns of practice’
(Fillmore and Baker 2010, p. 314y, ‘situation types’ (Chilton
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2004, p. 51, ‘memories, emotions and ... values’ (Blackmore
and Holmes 2013, p. 14y, ‘factual and procedural knowledge’
Darnton and Kirk 2011y, and ‘structures of ideas that we use to
understand the world” (Lakoft and Wehling 2012, p. 4.

By manipulating metaphors, Dima frames the concept of
greening gray Beirut by triggering words to call up the frame in
the minds of the audience; as Lakoft (2010, p. 73y puts it “words
can be chosen to activate desired frames”. Metaphor works in the
same way as framing, it uses a frame from a specific, concrete and
imaginable area of life to structure how a clearly distinct area is
conceptualized. Analysing metaphor requires identification of the
source frame and the target domain. The target domain is the
general area being talked about, while the source frame is a
different area of life that is brought to mind through trigger
words.

In general, analysing metaphor and frame from an eco-
linguistic perspective includes identifying the source frame and
target domain, and finding out which elements of the source
frame are mapped onto the target domain by the use of textual
cues. Stibbe has stated that “from an eco-linguistics perspective,
what 1s most important is whether metaphors are destructive,
ambivalent or beneficial from the perspective of the ecosophy”
@. 67y. All Dima’s frames and metaphors are beneficial and
constructive, which is proved in the audience’s reactions. If you

watch the video, you will prove this.
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4.3. Evaluation

In illustrating evaluation, Stibbe has adopted the Appraisal
Theory’s resources. Martin and Rose (2003, p. 58y explicated
that “[a]ppraisal is a huge resource for constructing communities
of feeling, and a great deal of it is realised through lexis as well as
grammar”. Dima as a presenter has been initiative, talented, and
smart young lady who has the ability to persuade her audience.
She has made use of verbal and visual techniques in presenting
the event, in which both logical and emotional moods are
exploited in the talk. Positive appraisal items or lexis and phrases
in the talk, (e.g., green, greenery, green spaces, beautifill, good,
nice, better, public green spaces, gathered around, green gardens,
Beirut is Wonderful, greenhouse, making things Dbetter,
rehabilitate our gardens, beautiful running track, relieve
ourselves, there’s our health, Beirut was green, and fell in love,
etc.y combined with the photos presented to the audience are
utilized in depicting the situation in Beirut. The word, gray is
enough to bring about extraordinary reaction, when she said: /¢
was green like that, and it's turning gray like that presenting this
declarative, asserting grammatical structure visually, by showing
the audience two photos for the green and grey states has been
influential. Figure 3, bellow illustrates the evaluation techniques
(verbally and logicallyy, when she talked about the old story that
Beirut was green and it had green spaces, she presented the

audience a photo of that state. When she compared the old green
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story with the now gray story, she presented a photo combining

the two states. On talking about the pop-up space Sassine, which

was a one-day garden organized by the campaign, she presents

photos to engage the audience with her.

15-Beirut

was green,
it had green
spaces.

35- People were
having fun!, one
lady was passing
by, stopped to ask
what we were
doing, we told
that was a pop-up
park for one day
so she went back
home, got her
book and joined
us.

16- It was
green like
that, and it's
turning gray

like that.

Figure 3. shows verbal and emotional evaluation.

organized a day
in Sassine
Garden.

33- We called

this pop-up
space “Sassine

Garden.” 34-
More than 400

people came

The opening of the talk with the declarative, imperative

statement: “/ want you to, remember one number today” attracts

the attention of the audience to the importance of the situation in

Beirut. Repeating the number 0.8 which represents “the amount

of green space which each one of us in Beirut enjoys”, and giving

facts, e.g., According to the World Health Organization for a city

to be healthy, it needs to have a minimum of 9 square meters of
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green space, adds to the attraction of the people’s attention and
interest. In Stibbe’s (2015y eco-linguistics framework “the mental
models in people’s minds about whether something is good or
bad are referred to as evaluations. Appraisal patterns are clusters of
linguistic features which come together to represent an area of
life as good or bad” (p. 84.

According to Martin and White (2005, p. 1) “Appraisal
theory is concerned with how writers/speakers approve and
disapprove, enthuse and abhor, applaud and criticize, and with
how they position their readers/listeners to do likewise”. How
the patterns of appraisal across a text establish a tone or mood is a
key concept in appreciating the issue. Martin and Rose (2003, p.
54y call this a ‘prosodic pattern of appraisal choices’, or, in other
words, an appraisal pattern: The prosodic pattern of appraisal
choices constructs the ‘stance’ or ‘voice’ of the appraiser, and this
stance or voice defines the kind of community that is being set up
around shared values. Prosodic pattern in Dima’s talk clarifies
both her and the audience’ stance, which is clear in the excessive
use of interrogative. Again, she is engaging the audience by
posing questions and aftecting them to have an active positive act
¢see appendix, extracts: 64,47,53,54,55,56y, and in the audience
response, raising hands, giving answers, applauding, laughing.
She knew where to use rise or low tone, where to pause for few
seconds, where to stress important words, especially, when she

mentions names of the famous gardens in Beirut.
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4.4. Conviction and Facticity

This paper uses the terms ‘convictions’ and ‘facticity patterns’
in the same way in Stebbi’s eco-linguistic model (p. 129y:
“Convictions are stories in people’s minds about whether a
particular description is true, certain, uncertain or false. Facticity
patterns are clusters of linguistic devices which come together to
represent descriptions as certain or true, or to undermine
descriptions as uncertain or false”. Dima’s use of scientific,
selected facts is based on actual evidence: as in utterances,
two, 0.8square meters, three, This number represents the amount
of green space which each one of us in Beirut enjoys; four,
According to the World Health Organization for a city to be
healthy, it needs to have a minimum of 9 square meters of green
space; seven, See how much less we are from the minimum
requirement? These utterances present facts about the
environmental situation in Beirut.

The description of the gardens in Beirut and giving statistics of
their true number, as well as presenting their photos and names
illustrate objective scientific facts which are sufficient to
determine what actions need to be taken. Conviction is expressed
with high facticity patterns as a certainty to convince the
audience that it is their right to enjoy the green spaces in their
city. This conviction could then guide behaviours of the

campaign and the citizens in Beirut:
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We gathered around the concept of the right, the right to have
public green spaces in Beirut. 42, The municipality is promising
us that Horsh Beirut would be open in 2015. Let us tell them that
we are here and we are waiting for them to open up the gates. 72.
Figure 4 shows that the description of the gardens is considered

to be just the way things are rather than a particular perspective.

66- If you want to go

and play with your
kids, try Sioufi
Garden which has a

great space.

67- Do you want to
even hold a concert?
Why don't you think
about Gebran Khalil

Gebrans Garden?

72- The municipality
is promising us that
Horsh Beirut would
be open in 2015. Let
us tell them that we

are here and we are
waiting for them to
open up the gates.

Figure 4 Sioufi, Gebran Khalil Gebran and Horsh Beirut gardens
as a source of conviction and facticity

Facticity is seen in the talk also, by using anecdote
technique, which is a short story related to the subject being
discussed. Seven years ago, I moved to Paris to continue my
studies. This is clear when she narrated: While I was there, I fell

1n love with the greenery. 10 Each day, I would go to a garden or
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a green space; 11 in the morning while drinking my coffee, at
lunch time, instead of eating my sandwich on my desk, and at
night, if I wanted to meet up with friends. I didn't notice how
aftected I was by those places until I came back to the 0.8 square
meters per person in Beirut. I felt frustrated, suffocated. I felt
something was wrong. As a TED talk speaker, Dima was very
engaging, super effecting and persuading, her stories worked
because everyone loves stories, and that the issue relatable and
personalized. It helped her to establish a relationship with the
audience, as well as provoking their emotional response.
4.5. Salience, erasure and Reminding

These three eco-linguistics terms are interrelated, when an
area of life is important and worthy of attention. It is represented
linguistically and wvisually through concrete, specific clear
depiction. When Dima talked about the gardens, she mentioned
their names and places to remind the Lebanese people of the
wonderful gardens, which were ignored (explicitly calling
attention to the erasure of an important area of lifey. It is possible
to reveal salience patterns which represent an area of life by
“analyzing a range of linguistic features, including focus, vitality,
levels of abstraction, transitivity and metaphor”. (stibbe, 2015, p.
162).

The salience pattern in the talk is promoting the color
green, green grass, green spaces, green gardens: green as a level of

abstraction stands for nature, renewal, life and growth. Repeating
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the word green denotes the renewal and restoration of the
concrete green gardens and spaces in Beirut. Green is also
embedded in the whole talk. Moreover, the salience patterns in
this talk and the video make the natural world (greening gray
Beiruty more prominent in the minds of the audience and thus,
construct nature as worthy of consideration. Vitality helps in
making the issue salient in the minds of the audience: this is
shown in the use of material processes with their active, positive
influence. Examples of material and mental processes have been
given above in the ideology section, but the talk contains many
of them. Reminding the audience of the gardens, using verbs
like; go, play, running, jogging, hold a concert, have a meeting,
walk, etc., with if conditional and active voice, has created a
sense of acting these activities. This can be exposed in these
extracts:
65 -You want to go jogging? Try going to Sanayeh, it has a new
beautiful running track.
Saaz Tas e B0 Lo el bl diis ) 05 B Y BL (A At 05
-l

66~ If you want to go and play with your kids, try Sioufi Garden
which has a great space.

U T hoa OSG Led geedl Bidond (o SUULT e Call) g3 813
67- Do you want to even hold a concert? Why don't you think
about Gebran Khalil Gebrans Garden?
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Mental processes also help in showing the issue vividly,
particularly as Dima endows people’s enthusiasm to think
seriously about increasing their right to enjoy green spaces and
green health in their country:
77-1f we don't talk, nothing will happen. And together, we can
start /ooking at our city in a different way because it's not true
that there is nothing to do, it's not true that things are just like
that.
25 o oY mile dple lape (] s O g LS. st ol oot o (oIS L 1Y)
flog¥l b hocas Of Lde wfy. o (b ol LSe ¥ & emnall
78- We can do small things that would change things a lot.
S g Bl s YL oL LSe
Sense 1mage 1is another linguistic feature by which
prominence of an issue can be built. Salience is also constructed
in Dima’s talk through employing sense images that appeal to the
senses of sight, hearing, smell, taste, or touch. Sense images
enable the audience to imagine being in the scene described by
Dima and viewing for themselves what she 1s viewing, leading to
strong salience for what is being described. The direct verbs of
sensing such as ‘see’ or ‘look at, and the word green itself are
associated with light that can give rise to sense images. In this
way, Dima and other the participants in the event, including the

audience are represented as doing, thinking, feeling, and saying;
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they are active respondents to the situation. Dima, in presenting
the viewers pictures of the campaign’s method and photos of the
public gardens in Beirut has constructed a close relationship
between the people and the subject, which is conducted through
beneficial discourse.

Reminding is “explicitly calling attention to the erasure of an
important area of life in a particular text or discourse and
demanding that it be brought back into consideration”
(Stibbe2015: 162y, He stated that the focus of much
environmental, ecological and nature writing contributes to place
and dwelling. Reminding is constructed in the process of calling
back to the minds and feelings of the people the Beirut gardens,
many of which have disappeared:

51 -Some of them turned out to be roundabouts, some of them
had disappeared completely. Even one of the places on that list

we had to pass by it three times to realize it was considered a

garden.

Gadad Lres OF s oS5 L. 3gmmge illy Lt sgomsl) el ST1 0dia e el (3 Ul
Sopin oAl oot Ols SN ailr e 20T Lol balas] OF g 3ML a2 Leang 3pmes
She has been surveying the places of public gardens in Beirut,
encouraging them to help to make them important and worthy
of consideration. These marginalized gardens represent what
Stibbe (2015, p. 146y called erasure: It is a story in people’s

minds that an area of life is unimportant or unworthy of
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consideration. It is noted that erasure, reminding and salience are
important techniques in eco-linguistic analysis. They enable
Dema as a TED speaker to construct cognitive structures of the
talk and formulating its ideologies. All linguistic devices
manipulated in these three interrelated techniques, 1i.e.,
activation, grammatical structures, lexical items and phrases,
embedding, metaphors, material and mental processes, as well
sense images enhance the beneficial interrelationship between
man and the environment.
4.5. Identity
As for identity, it is revealed in the heavy use of the pronoun
we which is repeated about forty times. As Halliday (2004, p.
179y puts it, this 1s “a direct expression of commonality [which]
occurs when the pronoun “we” places both the author and the
non-human into the same participant role”. Dima broadens the
concept of community in relation to ecological identity. It 1s the
story about what it means to be a particular kind of person. It
addresses a category of individuals, which denotes that those
individuals who are green-conscious, construct an identity for
restoring their green Beirut. According to Stibbe (2015, p. 115y:
A key way of building ecological identity into texts is
through the pronouns ‘we’” and ‘our’, which position
certain participants as being within the ingroup. In

everyday speech, these pronouns typically carve out a
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group of humans, but in New Nature Writing they are

often used to bring together humans and nonhumans.
Identity is shown in Dima’ use of we, us, our, our right, our
city giving the audience the feeling that they belong to the
campaign of enhancing the awareness of greening gray Beirut, a
desirable ingroup of people which is better than other outgroups.
The pronoun we is used to reach the audience directly, and
connects them to the issue of greening Beirut, giving the sense of

togetherness.

5. Conclusion

As it has been mentioned in the abstract of this paper, its
objective agrees with the ecosophy of eco-linguistics which
pertains sustainability and harmony among all living beings and
nature. More specifically, it aims to show how linguistic features
come together to form particular worldviews, ideologies and
cultural codes, that is the cognitive persuasive eftect of Dima’s
TED talk. The stories in Dima’s talk, with the way of its
presentation, exploiting both logical and emotional modes of
communication are the cognitive structures created in the minds
of multiple individuals (the audience in the event and the viewers
of the videoy in a particular socio-cultural context, i.e., Greening
Gray Beirut.

[t sheds light on how urban responses to climate change,

concerning green digital discourse is seen. Dima Boulad’s TED
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talk has been analyzed as the sample data for this paper. A
descriptive qualitative model of analysis based on Stibbe’s (2015,
eclectic eco-linguistics framework is adopted for the analysis. It is
considered eclectic, in the sense that a range of theories from
linguistics  (critical discourse analysis, cognitive semantics,
appraisal, multimodality etc.) and cognitive science is brought
together to reveal the stories we live by.

The study concludes that in illustrating the ideologies and
objectives of Greening Gray Beirut, the eight stories or
techniques in Stibbe’s framework, i.e., ideologies, framings,
metaphors, evaluations, identities, convictions, erasure, and
salience are manipulated to give a beneficial constructive digital
discourse. This answers the first question in the research as it has
been found that framing with metaphor; conviction, evaluation
with facticity; salience, reminding with erasure, as well as
identity are underlying the ideologies in this digital video TED
talk as has been shown in the analysis. Thus, ideology 1s the most
dominant story, which i1s conducted via the other stories, which
gives the answer of the second question. The stories we live by
in green discourse campaigns have been achieved via the
deployment of the linguistic tools and techniques employed in
Dima’s talk. These linguistic features include: transitivity
(material, mental, and behavioral processes), various grammatical
forms  (declaratives,  assertive  statements, commands,

interrogatives), activation, metaphors, anecdotes, modality,
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positive appraisal lexis and phrases and embedding. They are
shown in the limited extracts, selected for the analysis of each
story from the talk. Dima has inspired the audience to have
positive beneficial actions towards their city.

[t should be mentioned that the analyzed extracts are said in
Arabic, the English examples are the subtitling of the Arabic as
they are in the video. TED talks as a means of social media
communication gives vast arena to various ecological, social,
political, religious issues, and Stibbe’s linguistic framework can be
put into action in analyzing this wide range of texts from difterent
areas of life. As eco-linguistics is still a young discipline, further
research  investigating various genres and registers is
recommended. Such linguistic data as eco-themed lyrics,
advertisements, children’s literature, and political discourse
require further investigation using Stibbe’s model of analysis.
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Appendix

English  Target Text  TED | Arabic Source Text

translation

1- T want you to remember one Ty Lod, Ishoad OF ool Son -
number today: Taye 170.8-
2- 0.8square meters. Tay,e 1708
3- 0.8square meters o b I e L B e (S
4- This number represents the e 3 Oybld)

amount of green space which each | &L Ls fle e Tre v A 30 1 o G-
one of us in Beirut enjoys. B e S 57t sl S
5- So this number, 0.8square | ..l (s & lis g sl ods S oYy

meters, is almost as wide as the chair | s dma b it 055 z> &M Gl dula

you are sitting in. Y e s e of 2
6- Let me show you how big that e a9
1s; it's that big. LU S N Uy SR B T
According to the World Health RPN NP
Organization 2B Y sds SO (3 ol S Sl g6
7- for a city to be healthy, it needs | «guls JoST 5> Ll ) @ple Sy e diam
to have a minimum of 9 square el Sl a3 cady (Hls S Laisy
meters of green space. ol ol ol Qs gy 572 0l -
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8- See how much less we are from
the minimum requirement?

9- Let me tell you how I started
discovering all these numbers.

10- Seven years ago, I moved to
Paris to continue my studies. While
I was there, I fell in love with the
greenery.

11- Each day, I would go to a
garden or a green space;

in the morning while drinking my
coffee,at lunch time, instead of
eating my sandwich on my desk,
and at night, if [ wanted to meet up
with friends.

12-1 didn't notice how affected I
was by those places

until I came back to the 0.8 square
meters per person in Beirut.

13- 1 felt frustrated, suffocated. I felt
something was wrong.

14- And do you know what is the
most frustrating?

That Beirut wasn't like that.
15-Beirut was green, it had green
spaces.

16-1It was green like that, and it's
turning gray like that.

17- We are stripping Beirut from its

el Ay L3 ol (38 el Uy ALl -
Ltis oLl (3 5 Sl e il Jols oo Loge
Sl sda 5 ) ast by SBasl ke g 20 s
B3smsll e A Q) S e Y] s ol el
o

bl 3 on dls Ol (zlepVly el omi-
ol gmie Lo ST L Ogyul-

1415 0 13Ss SO | g of-

A5l Bl s O s ST
1605 ISl s Uy (sl 13-

A7) Blolis n @y dymiy o35 b,

M e dem or e Sl ol cods Luse—
Lo obplal ale ob ms oY paoll
.Mw‘gﬁ;ﬂuéwio\‘.@—

st g8 0 Uyl | Bhtay ot ke

& dd o] e ol e Led-
"ol a2t dsendlly

ot Ol U iy of 2@"-’” Ll -
bl an g by i) aibi Ulasl-
" e g sl SIS il g

@ Uhiadly Sldl & lday Lolel (i Lod-
Joloo 2l

Do 3 3bls med 3 oW ods aog) Lialkaily
Oy NsSly shadly medly 2SI gble g
AL

(e e e 1760.8

"ol et il 1" ke 0SS 33Y e

b Osbizay RCARY
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green spaces. oot Lo Wisey Toyy chuslod) o acald) aclldl 3
When I came back to Lebanon .

18- I started talking about the | .31 1is 0f lges U3 o oS cOgazen A OIS

subject around me. (g
[ felt I had to do something. (o Mia it 1 W Oglshy oy
19- 1 started talking to people | o 08" By ey s sa ds 05 2>
around me about the frustration S5 e el Lagald OF p il
that I was feeling. Joa b i) oo 0L Ujns
20- At that time, I met my friend, A a3 g OF Uy,
and we decided to do act. o ST aeS bl aileis JLasVU Ll
21- We designed signs that look lad)
like the street  municipality " Bl 3 o ) ke Ll ag Uiy
signs:"Enjoy your green space," (A Ee e STasd e 3 )L
22-we went to a carpenter and | shs ale olslas 4y 2" sasly da 1sad 16T
asked him to make wooden stands "ia e ST
for us. ey Ogatetny U OIS
23- We called to Bekaa and ordered (i Y ol ghel pliesl L ils
some grass. Lol o £ S50 s O 5>
No! Not that kind of grass. Sl Oslnts 3L s ldliy L) o ks
(Laughter) ly psd A o OF Lol e
24- We sorted all our things in the Lins adon) a7y LS amd Wb ) ool
car, and woke up at a.m. sl lsb Ll OF sy
25- that day to put these Gl pde 3 ady psd) B 3 Ujnd

interventions in nine locations | sl se e SV okl s 0,5 O 3 sy Und
around Beirut. Lgi> oo G s Ol Uats

26- On the Corniche, on Bliss, | i Ll iy _ud 0f s LS g = ol 0

Hamra, Cola, Furn El Chebbek.0.8 (e 4g)sin Lo
square meters of green grass with a Bsid) o S ) as old o Wl
sign that says,"Enjoy your green Sy S s OF sns
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space.”

27-People waking up at 5 a.m. or 6
am. were looking at
us,approaching us with surprise and
asking what we were doing.

. 28- People were confused but felt
like it was a cause that concerns
them

29- They were giving us the
thumbs up.

30-There was even a lady who was
jogging and who stopped by and
told us,"You could have made it
smaller!" (Laughter,

31-We felt that this cause was one
that was meaningful to all of us,so
we decided to go bigger the
following year.

32- We called the Bekaa again and
quantity  of

grass,and we organized a day in

ordered a bigger
Sassine Garden.
33-We called this pop-up space
“Sassine Garden.”

34- More than 400 people came
that day.And they came to say one
thing:"We need more public green

spaces in Beirut."

35- People were having fun! People

S L) e Of 8y al e ¥ O Le (SO
S

Sy sl el oLl Of s Y O ke
g Sl

Ll el L) ST el Lyl LS Ll o
et ol L) basls

2l aii (U sldl fam e

o= L gl QU Goi s w3l 8 gy
Al

0 gt B ccalll JULYI S s (3 L

dn bt b g Bgabt e eSO s OF ) Oglsinn
e lay

il gl bl 3 e WA (S e S
(Soaym

o ST oLl sda (] 82 o IS Y
) sl

9P &

Lol 4la) deds sda 5\

Lo gt oL GL O LBy casgez ULt

el Gale Dllus Jo Jpad (3 Lis 550 Luna
5 il e olim b i Jyf 015

g Liban (sde oo Lo

5

T B ) g 53 25 0T U3

caliy o Jem el ) as) Uit
il g iy s 2 nnd

o e e Jol o ol W s
sl sl g olssl

fla_&\‘ Sps o> ) BJ,U Q9

127




ve G9SIY Qlasll Byme gt 98 Joui 1 Al gy s

we know came by, people we don't D g Al (3 8 IS Ll Lol
know came by, there was even one | lux Lalsl i (iise s o> Ol 0 50 3
lady who was passing by, stopped to we (Sl
ask what we were doing, to whom | sl aia> 3w LS ghas cUily ol as) @
we told that was a pop-up park for Olass ST gyl
one day so she went back home, ghas o8 0) (550 ¥
got her book and joined us. We Aiddl e 36y W ey Lega
spent the day there. "B o ad sda 5 T ogaal” VG, o
At the end of it, we really felt as if Hasgmg ol ¥ T 3~
we didn't want to leave. We wished Slims ¥ oY1 1 OF jwas 13U 183 LS
it wasn't a one-day event. Y OB ST obesY claW) ede OF eii 13U
36- We really felt that this was our St sl e o
right; if we needed to have the same L) s b s Lale
day out in a garden, where would s g Sl ol O
we go? el ol-les Akl 15 Lle g &l W S
It's true what you are going to tell ST
me. B ENUR-F PPN UC P UV () DS PR KV e
37- In Lebanon, we still have a lot byt oy o pldl) Lide OSTL Lals
of rights that are still unmet. You're Lol B3gmsld ol DLl o e oy
dreaming! What are you talking pBdeles Ly aldl ) Loads
about? Gl sde clel SO b andss STl S ey
38- But we shouldn't forget that Ay OIS (3 el Sty Alons
before the electricity is provided for | ..l bz ol-lud) o oS0 Lede &S 1559 U glaef
us, public green spaces are a L) oda LT
necessity. Yes! A necessity. Lo 3gomgk @Ak ST ol e el 3 Ul
39-  There's electricity, there's Sgomse pilly
water. But there's also our health. | slL e lean, spms st Lo 0 G0 (S5
Green spaces help us to be healthier | wis & w0 £ 0f U)ol blas] Of s~
by cleaning the air around us. RHECSPUENIE PN
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40-Also, there is the children' right W 2ol IS SO L Gy oS
for leisure and play. Lpsaiy SLY ods o Gl Lold day ed
41- If kids want to go out and play, L Sl
where would they go? b SLl Jlg
And on the contrary, because we (ST 0db Lzdas dm
live our daily life stressed in Beirut, cik) o3 ) Wy
then more than anybody we need e oSILT OF oot
those public spaces to relieve RENFEE  HPCOP
ourselves from the stress. i V=rd o b g 3 el OF sty (S s
This was our starting point. We S
formed a  collective. 42-We o

believed we could do something | \r=A)l o b @am 3 Ll Of i (S oo

We gathered around the concept of Sui,
the right, the right to have public o
green spaces in Beirut. o o ST

43- The first question we asked | $aiu= YA\ ¢ oo b L Of Wit V.(.f o s

ourselves was: af 7 s
"How well do we really know falen) o ol Jo g ] S o
Beirut?" Maybe not much. Laful

44- So, we decided to pick a | .all el @l 2T s imal 1Y 0V

different garden around Beirut | sies Lo il Yo e ST g 3 WA

every two or three weeks, and s
discover it through meeting up in it olin w30 s OF USE ey (031 s UL
on lunch time. el sds 2 Y LT LY Y
45-The first time, three people S L o (3 o) e Jsles OF g
showed up, the second time, five, ol vy Lol Lodie
and the third time, ten people. (oSNl Wl i e Sleslall oda wy L
We started meeting up in gardens 8 WSS
around Beirut. Blaglasy SlaLadl ol e fsalles Of (S e
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On one of lunch breaks, an incident
happened that caught our attention.
We were meeting in William Hawi
Garden in Ashrafieh on that day,
when two people came up to us.
They live three minutes away from
the garden. They approached us
and told us:

46-"Can you imagine we've never
seen or been to this garden before?"
47-Why?

Why do we feel this issue doesn't
concern us?

Why do we always feel this is for
other people?

And not for us?

We had a lot to work on.

48-But we knew where to start.
Before asking for more public green
spaces, we have to start by using
what we have.

49- We knew what we had to do: a
map. A map that shows all the
public green spaces that we have.
50- We went to the municipality
for some help as we thought all
spaces and information would be
stored in one clear place.
51- Not at all. We

got a

Gl Gas Y () amdl T dege ol akaid) oda
My by Sas

Al v e oLl el Ses

el 5 o Sp ses

ST ey b sl Llasza! LalS™

RVURVERT ISV T Cg ity

A L 058G OF 3 g sy

Japa Tie LA Spiaall a Ll ods

e b 1S psi (oLl ol lleaza) LSS
AN mila

Al g Ly Gasllll WSl ol ey

Al e (Sl a0

Jo e b L whas 3 Telen) (S 0713
cJul

ey S i () Oz oL SIS g

gl ] 0ends ¥ B3labs (g ) A8 Doy ST 13)
?@Ml

ol Gaai T o DG s s

el Bdond (o SIUbT o Calll g5 8713
ROUSTAREEEIP S T O P

Cdmgo B 0225 O3 25713 3

3 Bgmsl) Ol o Ol 3ds 09 S5 Y 13LS
Cayull Sa

Qo et O ol s 1y ¥

S

Dy 3 Rl i ST g e e

s e o ST e il i Y

PP S

o ey e ST s el O
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handwritten paper, with a lot of e maodlly ) Jslll e s 58 I3 Y
spaces! We took that list to assess S r Sam B ) o oS U
which ones from these places were REEr N WYV RUIRERN]
there and which weren't. Some of et - of ey s Kt
them turned out to be roundabouts, SU s e 0, Y ob s, 13U
some of them had disappeared Yove ple 3 A Al o Of 2l L
completely. Even one of the places A gl sty (Og3gmge Wl oapd Uses
on that list we had to pass by it s saeled) Ogadand gl ailll e (Sl gpe
three times to realize it was " S o ot Al sl A
considered a garden. Bl Bly A e by Sl Ogash
But I'll tell you something. Not the o) SIS ally o) il e Ogiglazy
whole list was disappointing. We B et 2>
went down, took pictures of those | tis 3 aeles 158 (o S w35 s @ prgn
spaces, gathered information, and AN
stories. @ Jow 150 5l Slegype 2 Sl 0713 wag s
52— After that, we sorted all those U s
spaces out, and we got a number; a o) et O LSe B Y
good number. PN RN N |
And today I want to ask you about Ak ke ayde ) Jan OF dsn LiSiss
it. I'll give you three choices. cot bl LS Y wl el e Y
53- Who here thinks we have flos¥l b Lo O Lde oy
between three and seven public S 5 &) Bl LWL AL LSe
green spaces? IS B le Mz ¥ T el 2 e
OK. Not too many. cshpad) oL 5 Usy T J- 3
54- Who here thinks we have | "o e lale Sl LSO G L LSs
between eight and 13? 3Ly O o " g OF me 15
More people than before. el oSG )

55- Who thinks we have between | YL ells Loy s Lol g2 4 ald) Lle L IS

14 and 18 public green spaces? ol
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More. QUL (Sl g8
56- Who hasn't replied to my oy glax by Sy Ty il OF 05
question at all today? / T b psd) (Sl
I'll join you by raising my hand as Al g on oy IS8y il Ty
well. AT lass ol L uw U )
57- The right answer is the last one, | _ass (v ) o ad) Sl ols ;}kﬁ ol S
none of the above. We have more dais us g
than 24 public green spaces in S st Gl s sae aly oS
Beirut o 1is G et A meais Late

58- This number is surprising, it | =1 asly jesi Ll ol sVgs e 57006 13)
surprised even us Lsde Caeliaze laib

because we realise that we didn't | s 055 iyl sdsy caslos OF a2 lall ods LSl

know this. And it would be good to e St iz
ask ourselves: "Why don't we know e ) 2l ST Lo);y. 3 ik
about these spaces?" cs)pad) BlLons 1giiSTs
59-We worked on this map to el il sl ly STy 2y Sl U] 15,031
visualize them. eal) Sl g el 3l el

60- You can now go to the website
and access all the information there. s,
61-This was for us a very important
starting poin because we felt that
we can start working from there.
These 24 spaces are the starting
point.

62— Il explain myself. The more
we use those spaces,

the more we would be actively

saying that we need more, the more

we would be asking for our right
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to have more than the 0.8square
meters.

63- The more we use them, the
more we would be putting pressure
on decision makers by saying that
we are willing to help to increase
those spaces.

64- Here are some ways to do that:
it you have a meeting in Mar
Mkhaiel, go on for a few extra
meters to Karantina and have your
meeting there.

65- You want to go jogging?

Try going to Sanayeh, it has a new
beautiful running track.

66- If you want to go and play with
your kids, try Sioufi Garden which
has a great space.

67- Do you want to even hold a
concert? Why don't you think
about Gebran Khalil Gebrans
Garden?

68- And last but not least, the most
important place of all: Horsh
Beirut. Horsh Beirut is the biggest
public park we have in Beirut and
it's been closed to the public for
more than 10 years.

69- How are we OK with the fact
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that a surface of 330,000 square
meters is one we still cannot access
and enjoy?

70- 1 don't know if you've ever
been to Horsh Beirut for any of the
events when it is open to the
public. It is very nice, very nice.
And it can be even better.

71- Why are we OK with the fact
that this is a right that's not ours?
72- The municipality is promising
us that Horsh Beirut would be open
in 2015. Let us tell them that we are
here and we are waiting for them to
open up the gates.

There is also another way to help
out:

the municipality has an ongoing
project called "Beirut is Wonderful,"
73~ They're taking one garden after
the other and fix them. They're
partnering up with the private
sector and the companies to
rehabilitate our gardens.

74- If you have any idea of how
you can help with that, let them
know.

75- If you have a greenhouse, a

company that produces benches, let
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them know.

76~ Because it's together, all of us in
here that we can start making things
better.

77-1f we don't talk, nothing will
happen.

78- And together, we can start
looking at our city in a different
way because it's not true that there
is nothing to do, it's not true that
things are just like that. We can do
small things that would change
things a lot.

79-It's not true that we don't have
space to have more green spaces.
80- We were just talking about
Sassine. Imagine that Sassine Square
can be turned from Grey to green.
81- All we have to do is imagine
together, and it's not that difficult to
do.

82- I'll tell you something:

they say that change happens little
by little with one step.

83- Today, I'm going to challenge
that and tell you

that change happens little by little
with one story.

If all of you today go and tell one
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person about those 24 places, - how
many are we today? 1,000?
There, we're 2,000 now - if the
2,000 of us go and tell only one
other person, we'll double.
84~ Because it's this way that we

can start helping,

and this 1s how we'll be claiming

our right.

85-Just like the lady who was on
Sassine Square

after her walk in Beirut and
discovered its green spaces, go
home to get your book and come

back and sit. This is how we will be

really helping Beirut.
Thank you.

Dima Boulad “Greening Gray Beirut”

The link of the video

Greening Gray Beirut — 253 3L )l .0 &5,» Dima Boulad
TEDxBeirut

https://youtu.be/QaTc_FZ805U
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